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March 5, 2018 

Dear Mayor Wheeler and City Counselors,  

I am writing on behalf of the Alameda Neighborhood Association to voice our opposition 

to the Office of Neighborhood Involvement’s proposed elimination Graffiti Abatement program 

in their budget for 2018-19.  Graffiti is a livability issue which affects residents throughout 

Portland and we stand with the Richmond Neighborhood Association in urging you to maintain 

funding for this essential program.  We are troubled both by the timing of the cut and the 

disproportionate impact that the elimination of abatement services will have on disadvantaged 

residents and businesses. We agree with the March 8, 2017 Graffiti Abatement Report to City 

Council’s assessment that: 

“The consequences of eliminating free removal services will most heavily have an impact 

on Portland’s most vulnerable community members…it will also send a message of 

empowerment to those whose greatest desire is the continued oppression of the 

historically oppressed in Portland.” 

If ONI’s mission is “to build inclusive, safe and livable neighborhoods and communities” 

then maintaining graffiti abatement services that directly support vulnerable and/or historically 

oppressed community members should be a priority. 

Furthermore, defunding the program seems particularly unwise when graffiti is on the 

rise in Portland and sends the wrong message to vandals, residents, and visitors alike that 

livability and safety are not a priority. The 2017 report referenced above indicates that graffiti 

incidents have increased 200% in the past five years and validates our perception that there has 

been a dramatic increase in graffiti, not only in our neighborhood, but throughout Portland. We 

are particularly concerned about the rise of hate/bias graffiti of which the 2017 report notes 

there were 25 reported incidents in just three months and desire to see it swiftly removed. 
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While we understand that ONI must make changes to absorb a budget reduction in 2018-

19, eliminating the city’s only program to address graffiti, a program with strong community 

connections, and a highly visible positive impact is contrary to the interests of our residents. Thus, 

we view the proposed cut as a poor way to save money. If anything, we hope ONI would follow 

the lead of other major cities and increase funding to immediately remove graffiti, which has 

been shown to be most effective in discouraging vandals.  

Sincerely,   

Scott Rider 

Chair of the Board 

Alameda Neighborhood Association 


