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The news broke right after Christmas: The 
Grant Park QFC on NE 33rd was closing. 

Reaction on the Nextdoor.com website was quick 
– and filled with disbelief, frustration and anger.

On Saturday, January 5 it became official when 
signs appeared in the QFC parking lot stating 
the store would close on February 2.

Shoppers in the store on that Saturday morning 
were not happy. Most who I interviewed 
asked that their last names not be used.

Kristen and Jim have lived in the Alameda 
neighborhood for 18 years. “I’m devastated,” 
Kristen declared. “I love the employees here; I 
know all the people at the checkout counters. 

I like the convenience of shopping here, the 
smaller size, knowing where everything is.”

 “Change is part of the deal,” Jim said. “If 
it’s not profitable, Kroger will close it.”

As to the official explanation of why our 
neighborhood QFC was closing, a call to the regional 
office of QFC in Bellevue, Washington, produced 
this answer from Zach Stratton, Corporate Affairs 
Manager: “The decision to close this store was based 
on the physical space performance forecast that 
the revenue was not there to continue operations.” 
Stratton emphasized that all of the staff in the 
store would be offered positions at other QFC 
and Fred Meyer stores in the Portland area.

Most shoppers, however, saw the store 
as a unique and valued neighborhood 
institution, not just a business, and they 
are upset – even angry – at losing it.

A shopper who has lived in Irvington all her life was 
very direct. “I’m just furious,” Mary Ann exclaimed. 
“I’ve been shopping here since I was a child, and 
I’m now 70 years old. I like everything about this 
store – the people, the service, the produce, the 
fish. I can find everything, and it’s just the right size, 
and so convenient. There is nothing not to like.”

Four days after the “Store Closing” signs went up, 
all items in the center of the store went on sale 
for between 30% and 40% off. Prices for items 
on the periphery – produce, dairy, meat, fish – 

remained the same, but within days shelves became 
bare, and they were not re-stocked as items sold.

Aisles were filled with shoppers loading their 
carts with sale items, but the mood was subdued. 
Michelle, a shopper who lives nearby, expressed 
sentiments that others voiced, as well. “I’m sad our 
QFC is closing,” she said. “Everyone here does such 
a good job, and it’s so easy to get in and out. I think 
it’s a real mistake for Kroger to close this store. I 
don’t like shopping in big stores like Fred Meyer.”

Amanda, who recently moved to Portland, lives in 
the Grant Park Village complex on NE Broadway. She 
said she could see QFC from her apartment window. 
“I prefer shopping at QFC,” she explained. “I always 
shop here, it’s more affordable. The New Seasons 
in my apartment building is more convenient, but I 
only shop there when I need a last minute item.”

Lisa Ingle has lived in NE Portland all her life. “Losing 
QFC is horrible,” she said. “It’s like losing part of our 
family. I feel so upset. My daughter worked in this 
store...(cont. on page 6) 

Neighbors Mourn the Loss of QFC by Dan LaGrande

Spring 2019 Volume 33 Number 1
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ALAMEDA 
SPRING 
CLEAN-UP

Saturday May 11th, 8:30am-12:30pm
At Madeleine School Soccer Field

$10 - small load • $20 - large load
100% of proceeds to be used by the ANA on 

neighborhood issues. Residential debris only

 What will we take?
• General garage junk
• Appliances (No fridges or A/C units)
• Small amounts of concrete
• Mattresses
• Tires ($5 each)

We cannot take:
• Electronics/computers
• Paint and other liquid solvents
• Yard debris
• HIgh-risk materials (containing asbestos, etc)

On-site “Too Good for the Dump” flea market 

including clothes, furniture, tools, art, toys, etc. 

Volunteers? Contact Charles Rice, Spring Clean-

Up Coordinator at charlesricepdx@gmail.com.
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As I write this, 
the crocuses are 

blooming in Wilshire 
Park, the days are 
getting longer…. 
and there’s still a 
possibility of snow in 
the forecast. As Mark 
Twain said, “In the 
Spring I have counted 

136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.” 

It’s not just the weather that’s changeable in the 
spring. After hunkering down all winter, most 
of us are ready for a fresh start. We feel inspired 
to clean and de-clutter, and we’re also ready to 
get outdoors and have some fun! In this issue, 
we have some suggestions for how to do both.

You can channel your inner Marie Kondo by 
taking unwanted items from your home or 
garage to the annual Alameda Cleanup on 
Saturday, May 11, at the Madeleine soccer field. 
Also, on Sunday, April 14 from 9 a.m to 1 p.m. 
Madeleine will hold an Earth Day recycling 

Some of the most recent openings are listed on 
Page 9. And finally, just to show that the only 
constant is change, in this issue Doug Decker 
take us back to the 1930’s, when the intersection 
at NE 33rd and Fremont was transformed from 
a lowly landfill to an attractive residential area. 

Here’s hoping your 2019 will be full of 
positive changes, and Happy Spring to all!

– Annette

Editor’s Message by Annette Bendinelli

event to collect toxic items that landfills won’t 
accept. See Page 12 for a list of items allowed.

Something as simple as a walk through the 
neighborhood can shake off the winter blahs, and on 
Page 6 Vivian McInerny reveals some of the magical 
things we can find when we take the time to look. 
And if you’re thinking about changing up your 
commute or looking for a new way to get around 
town, don’t miss the March 18 ANA Board meeting. 
A rep from Lime e-scooters will be there to provide 
a demo and Q & A session in advance of the scooters’ 
return to Portland streets later this spring. 

Some changes are good, and some not so much. 
On February 2, most of us were caught off guard 
by the sudden closing of the Grant Park QFC. 
Losing a grocery store in that location definitely 
represents the end of an era, and will have a 
significant impact on those who appreciated 
the store’s smaller size and accessibility.

Beyond QFC, the new year has ushered in even 
more transitions in the nearby dining scene, as older 
restaurants close and new ones take their place. 

2723 NE 7th Ave just north of Knott
Monday-Saturday 6:30am-6pm

Sunday 7:30am-6pm

classic cafe fare including 
wine and beer on tap

Alameda Neighborhood  
Association Contacts
Scott A. Rider – President
scottarider@gmail.com

Vacant – Vice President

Charles Rice –  Treasurer
charlesricepdx@gmail.com

Mariah Dula – Secretary/NECN Representative
alamedapdx@gmail.com

Steve Backer – Member at Large
stevebacker@gmail.com

Dean Sasek – Member at Large
deansasek@gmail.com

Travis Weedman – Member at Large
travis@weedmandesignpartners.com

Annette Bendinelli – Newsletter Editor
alamedanewsletter@gmail.com

David Sparks – Layout and Design
dave@hawthornemediagroup.com

The ANA meets on the 4th Monday of every month at 7pm at 

Fremont United Methodist Church.

The Alameda Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the 

Alameda Neighborhood Association, Portland, Oregon. 

Dist. by the USPS in December, March, June, and September 

For advertising info: Charles Rice at charlesricepdx@gmail.com

Advertising Rates
Sizes and Prices:

A - Business Card Size 
2” High, 3 1/8” wide ....................$45

B - Double Bus Card 
4” High, 3 1/8” wide ................... $80

C - Double Bus Card 
6” High, 3 1/8” wide .................. $110

D - Half Page 
8” High, 10 1/2” wide ................$220

Prices are per issue.
Publication dates: Deadlines:
December 10 November 10
March 10 February 10
June 10 May 10   
September 10 August 10  

Please submit pdf, jpg, or Adobe Distiller 
X-1A compliant artwork at 300dpi or 
greater.

Contact: Charles Rice
Alameda Neighborhood Association
charlesricepdx@gmail.com

ALAMEDA NEIGHBORHOOD 
STATEMENT OF INCLUSION 
AND SUPPORT

Our community declared Alameda 

neighborhood a hate-free zone in 1995. 

Today, we reaffirm Alameda’s commitment 

to be a loving, caring, supportive and 

inclusive community for all who reside, work, 

do business, or visit our neighborhood. We 

stand against hatred, racism, xenophobia, 

discrimination and/or marginalization of any 

kind. We are committed to growing, nurturing 

and sustaining a community where all feel 

welcomed, safe and included.

Interested in getting 
involved in the ANA?
The ANA is seeking volunteers to assist with active 
projects including: Protecting and improving 
home values, neighborhood beautification projects, 
promoting goodwill through social activities, and 
educating, and/or advocating on behalf of residents 
on community issues and providing a forum for which 
to resolve these issues. If you’d like to learn more 
about these important opportunities, please contact 
Scott Rider at scottarider@gmail.com.
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Walking past the brightly 
colored Multnomah 

County building on the corner 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Boulevard and Killingsworth 
Street in Northeast 
Portland, you wouldn’t 
know it provides shelter to 

some 60 to 80 adults nightly. There are no lines 
outside or people camped on the sidewalk. In 
fact, the only activity I observe over the evening 
I visit is the quiet arrival of homeless patrons, 
sometimes in couples, more often solo, but all of 
them greeted with a warm welcome by the staff. 

The Walnut Park shelter opened just before 
Thanksgiving last year to provide refuge during the 
winter months. It’s operated by Transition Projects 
Inc. (TPI) and funded by the city and county’s Joint 
Office. It is the only shelter in inner NE Portland, 
and according to TPI volunteer coordinator 
Emily, is badly needed to serve the neighborhood’s 
homeless population. When temperatures drop, 
cars and tents provide too little protection 
against the cold and people seek out shelters. 

The lack of visible cues for this location and its clean 
exterior are intentional, as is the reservation system 
that requires a referral from service partners to 
spend the night.  The goal is to offer shelter that is 
integrated with the neighborhood. Inside this modest 
building is a “low barrier” seasonal shelter that offers 
refuge to adults and their animals. I learn that low 
barrier in this context means patrons, many of whom 
struggle with addiction, can spend the night whether 
or not they are sober. In this environment where all 
are welcome—with a screening referral—TPI has 
high standards of conduct for their patrons. Staff tell 
me they have had surprisingly few problems with 
behavior or safety, because violating the rules means 
loss of shelter and a safe place to store belongings.  
This is a huge disincentive to disruptive behavior, 
both in the shelter and the surrounding community. 

appreciate the meals and no food goes to waste. “It’s 
something,” she says. Jamaica doesn’t say what we 
both think: It’s something, but it’s not every night.  

The need for meals and winter clothing at the 
Walnut Park shelter is ongoing. If you would like 
to help provide a meal, volunteer at the shelter, 
or donate goods, contact TPI at https://www.
tprojects.org/volunteer/opportunities/ There are 
opportunities daily, and jackets, socks, sleeping 
bags, and blankets are especially needed.

Finding Shelter in Northeast Portland by Mariah Dula

The one deficit of the hurriedly 
converted county office building 
is that it lacks a kitchen and no 
regular meals are served. Guests 
who arrive at 5 p.m. can bring 
food, but have nowhere to prepare 
a meal and often go hungry until 
they leave in the morning.  I’m 
here with a group of Northeast 
neighbors on a frigid January night 
trying to change that, at least 
one night a month, by providing 
a dinner served potluck-style. 

It turns out there is plenty of 
food this evening, so my group 
sits down to share in the meal 
and conversation.  These are our 
neighbors, too. Talking with a 
small group at a table, I learn that 
two of the four men are from the 
surrounding NE neighborhoods. 
One man mentions his grandma 
still lives next to Jeff (Jefferson 
High School), but he can’t stay 
with her anymore, so he is here at 
night. According to TPI staff, this 
story all too common. Many of the 
people who stay at Walnut Park have 
ties to the neighborhood, but have had 
difficulty affording or maintaining housing. Often 
challenges such as mental illness or addiction push 
them toward homelessness, but they return (to this 
part of NE) because they know the neighborhood. 
The woman next to me says she feels safer here 
than downtown, so she makes a point of coming 
even if Walnut Park is farther from services.  

Since the shelter opened, staff members report that a 
few churches, a book club and several neighborhood 
organizations have come together to provide the 
occasional dinner and show support for their 
houseless neighbors. Jamaica, the coordinator on 
site the night I visit, is quick to point out that folks 

VOLUNTEERS SERVE DINNER AT WALNUT PARK SHELTER.

gifts & cards 

4210 NE FrEmoNt
503-287-4440

www.thearrangementpdx.com

Protective Sports Glasses
Now Available!

Prescription and Non Prescription

Fremont Family Vision
2480 NE Fremont St   503.284.3937

Specializing

in the

care and

preservation

of  original,

double-hung

wooden

windows.

Rest assured,

your original

windows can
 

work again!

Fresh Air
Sash Cord Repair, Inc.
Old windows that work!

Preserving the past since 1999

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

www.freshairsash.com

Patty Spencer
503.284.7693

CCB/LBPR #184991
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look for depth of knowledge, understanding, 
and ability to apply Constitutional principles.

While in Washington, D.C., the students will 
also have the opportunity to do some sightseeing, 
and meet with elected officials and dignitaries. 
We the People programs and competitions are 
sponsored by the Center for Civic Education.

This year’s Grant team is working hard to raise the 
funds necessary to send 35 team members and their 
volunteer coaches to Nationals. To help support the 
team with a tax deductible donation, go to https://
grantboosters.schoolauction.net/con2019/give. Or send 
donations to Grant Constitution Team c/o Fiona Howell 
Earle, 3925 NE 33rd Ave., Portland, OR, 97212.

Grant High Constitution Team Going to Nationals
On January 26, the Grant High School 

Constitution Team placed second in 
Oregon at the We The People State Competition, 
which tests students’ knowledge of the 
Constitution in six different areas, or “units.”

Grant finished just behind Lincoln High School, 
but due to a wild card availability, both the Grant 
and Lincoln teams will travel to Washington, 
D.C. in April. There, they’ll join over 1,200 
students from 56 high schools across the U.S. 
to compete in the National Finals. Over the 
years, both Grant and Lincoln have become 
“Con Team” powerhouses, bringing home the 
national title to Oregon multiple times.

In six different 20-minute conversations with 
retired judges, the student teams will be asked to 
participate in simulated congressional hearings, 
supporting their positions with specific references 
to the Constitution, state laws, and Supreme 
Court rulings. A typical question might be “Our 
system of government is based on both natural 
rights philosophy and classical republicanism. 
Which philosophy, if any, has predominated 
American political thought, and what have been 
the benefits and costs of this predominance?”

The teams are scored through a performance-
based assessment based on opening statements 
and follow-up questioning, during which judges 

THE GRANT HIGH SCHOOL CONSTITUTION TEAM

Principal Broker 

 
Get Even More! 

Expect Eastside Expertise 

(503)497-5249 
bgrippo@windermere.com 

www.BillyGrippo.com 

Living, working,  
and serving in  

our community for  
over 21 years. 

Lloyd Tower 

825 NE Multnomah St. #120 

Portland, OR 97232 

Top Eastside Producer 
Portland Monthly Five Star Real Estate Agent  

Windermere Leadership Advisory Council 

Billy Grippo 

Unit 1:
Eva Bunger
Elliot Moore
Emma Lickey
Zoe Shaw

Unit 3:
Caiden Reid
Macey Holt
Aidan Martin
Ella Demerritt
Marquis Penn
Julie Le

Unit 5:
Zorya Madrone
Maili Smith
Dylan Nguyen
Jonathan Shubin
Amelia Ernst

Unit 2:
Oliver Kline
Olivia Holah
Kent Ishida
Ben Haney
Elaine Earle
Charlotte Cacayorin

Unit 4:
Andre’ Tharp III
Jonah Herman
Annie Van Valkenburg
Lizzy Hairston
Will Stewart
Ethan Derstine

Unit 6:
Zeta Green
Toli Tate
Soren Scheu
Brooke Waxman
Abby Rice
Chandani Shrestha
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An article from the June 6, 1923 edition of The 
Oregonian described the Fremont fill being operated 
by the process of: 

“…spreading garbage on depressed areas of land and 
then covering it with earth layers…the first rubbish 
and earth on the Fremont Street location has a depth 
of 12 feet, formed in successive layers.” 

Over a period of daily dumping for 15 months, the 
slope downhill from Fremont near 32nd Place began 
to flatten out a bit. In June 1924, the Fremont fill was 
closed and another old gravel pit near NE 37th and 
Klickitat became the receiver of the city’s eastside 
garbage. 

In a final accounting contained in his January 
1926 report to City Commissioner Charles A. 
Bigelow, Garbage Disposal Bureau Director Helber 
summarized the following statistics for the Fremont 
Street Sanitary Fill: 

Estimated number of loads of 
garbage received: 1,618 

Average number of loads 
received per day: 62 ½ 

Average tons of garbage dumped  
each day: 136 

Gravel and Garbage Shaped Alameda’s Gravelly Hill by Doug Decker

Not so long ago, the hill atop today’s Northeast 
33rd and Fremont Street was known mostly 

for its deep deposits of gravel, which were mined 
for material to surface roads and feed Portland’s 
growth at the turn of the last century. In 1900, 
that intersection—known appropriately as Gravelly 
Hill—was at the far edge of Portland’s city limits. 
The two roads were little more than rough dirt tracks 
surrounded by orchards, scattered pockets of forest, 
and fields stretching in all directions. 

Following the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition, 
Portland’s housing market exploded to accommodate 
its growing population. Neighborhoods were platted 
to the north and east of Gravelly Hill, with the 
heavily mined southern slopes still a bit too steep for 
homebuilding. 

In 1910, as streets and homes were established in the 
area, neighbors grew wary of open gravel pits and 
petitioned city council to end the practice of gravel 
mining near established residences. But it would be 
another 30 years before homes were built atop the old 
gravel mine south of Fremont and west of NE 33rd. 

In the meantime, city officials had another idea. 

By the early 1920s, Portland had exceeded its 
capacity to burn much of its residential garbage at the 
large city-run incinerator in the Guild’s Lake area 
of Northwest Portland and was looking for a place 
to dump its abundant refuse. Later, in the 1930s, 
another incinerator was built in St. Johns to help 
address the need. 

William G. Helber, Portland’s Superintendent of 
Garbage Disposal, had visited Seattle and seen a new 
technique called “sanitary fill,” whereby garbage 
was mixed with dirt and buried in layers on uneven 
ground. This had the double “benefit” of disposing of 
garbage and leveling off land that could then be used 
or sold for other uses. 

When Helber looked out across the Portland 
landscape, he fixed on several locations he believed 
would function well as sanitary fills. One of them was 
the steep south slope of Alameda’s Gravelly Hill. 

From February 1923 to June 1924, all trash generated 
on Portland’s eastside was sent to what Helber called 
the Fremont Sanitary Land Fill, a roughly three-acre 
slope bounded on the north by Fremont, on the East 
by 33rd, on the west by today’s NE 33nd Place, and on 
the south by NE Klickitat Street. 

Estimated tons of garbage  
dumped: 3,541 ½ 

Average yards of dirt received  
per day: 3 ½ 

Total salary of all dump 
workers per month: $442 

Monthly installment on new 
tractor used on site: $121.25

That’s a lot of garbage. Sixty-two loads arriving at 
the top of the hill on Fremont Street each day for 
more than a year, dumped over the edge, spread 
by tractor down the slope and covered over with a 
little dirt.  

Once the fill operation was complete, the property 
was sold for development, which began in the 
late 1930s and early 1940s. Many of the homes in 
that area were built by Ken Birkemeier, a prolific 
builder of classic mid-century modern homes. 

Some neighbors report having found old items 
turning up in their gardens. Knowing a bit of the 
history makes you appreciate the lay of the land we 
know today, and wonder what’s below the surface. 

Aerial photos and news clippings 
about the Fremont fill from 
the early days, as well as more 
information about gravel pits 
in other Northeast Portland 
neighborhoods, are available 
at Doug’s website: www.
alamedahistory.org (then 
search “gravel and garbage”). 

Neighborhood historian Doug Decker prepares 
history studies of homes, leads history walks, 
and makes presentations to groups interested 
in learning about local history. To learn more, 
visit his website www.alamedahistory.org, or 
write him at doug@alamedahistory.org.

This detail from a 1925 aerial photo shows what was then the recently covered over Fremont Street Sanitary Landfill, 

which took up most of the block south of Fremont near the corner of NE 33rd. The site was originally a gravel pit, but 

was utilized as a city garbage dump in 1923-1924. Note that 32nd Place and 32nd Avenue have not yet been built 

down the steep slope. Houses on those streets were built in the late 1930s and early 1940s.

The Alameda Neighborhood Association Newsletter 

is looking for volunteer writers and reporters to 

contribute articles on a one-time or quarterly basis. 

We’ll assign the topic, or you can work with us to 

develop your own. Length is generally 500 words 

or less, and should deal with subjects of interest 

to Alameda residents. If you’d like to get your 

creative juices flowing or dust off those journalism 

skills, please contact Annette Bendinelli, Editor, at 

alamedanewsletter@gmail.com

WRITERS NEEDED!
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Watch your step! 

On the edges of sidewalks, set in parking strip rock 
gardens, tucked into the hollows of trees are tiny 
wonders just waiting to wow the observant pedestrian.

You’ll see tiny wishing wells to grant fairy-
size fancies, toy horses hitched to antique bridle 
rings, and miniature landscapes created with 
all the care of a set crew on a Laika film.

After years of admiring a particularly elaborate 
and ever-changing fantasy scape that had included 

at different times, a pink plastic octopus, an 
intergalactic battle scene, and a model Harry 
Potter riding a broomstick through a terror of 
limb-gnawing Tyrannosaurus rexes, I finally saw 
the homeowner out digging in the flower beds. I’d 
always pictured the architect of these dreamscapes 
as an imaginative 10-year-old boy. Turned out it 
was an adult with an oddball sense of humor.

These tiny tableaus sprinkled around the neighborhood 
seem to be equal parts cute and quirky with a 
massive dose of irony. They are small reminders 
that what makes Portland unique is Portlanders.

Serving families, friends, and 
neighbors in Northeast Portland
Finding the right real estate expert is all about finding a 
professional you respect and trust to help you achieve your goals.

ABOUT ME: OUR TEAM:
Proud Alameda dad living and 
working in our community

Neighborhood association board 
member

MBA with 20+ years of sales 
experience

2,500 homes sold and $95m 
in sales volume in 3 years

50+ years of combined 
member experience

100% client-focused

STEPHEN BACKER
Broker - Pienovi Properties

(503) 459-2319
sbacker@pienoviproperties.com

 

 
Bronwen Wright and Erin McTaggart 

4605 NE Fremont St. Suite 203 ● 503-676-3064 ● www.wrightmctaggart.com 
 

46  

Effective and affordable legal services for your family in your neighborhood. Call today! 
 

Alameda Walkabout by Vivian McInerny

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hudson Construction, Inc. 
Custom Remodels and Additions 

CCB License 159126 
 
Restoring and remodeling classic homes 
      in Portland for almost 20 years! 
       
Office 503-282-2438    Cell 503-720-0243  
 

Seismic Retrofitting • Foundation Repair • 
Earthquake-Activated Gas Shut-off Valves
_________________________________

 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR FREE EVALUATION   
NWSEISMIC.COM | 503.741.8311

CCB#: 186559
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Infiniti Jaguar Jeep LandRover Lexus

Acura Audi BMW Buick Cadillac Chevrolet Chrysler Dodge Ford GMC Honda Hummer
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JOSÉ MESA AUTO WHOLESALE, LLC

“The mobile auto dealer who is always in your neighborhood.”

YOUR DISCOUNT AUTO RETAILER SINCE 1992!

503-789-0438
Toll Free 877-789-0438  Fax 503-284-2292
sales@josemesa.com  www.josemesa.com

Portland, Oregon, USA

NEW•USED•BUY•SELL•LEASE•TRADE•CONSIGN•BROKER•APPRAISE
1477-001

(cont. from page 1) ...part-time when she was 
in high school. The loss of QFC is going to 
leave a big hole in our neighborhood.”

By mid-January, the store looked like it had shrunk 
in on itself. Bare shelves all around the perimeter 
were blocked off, and a dwindling number of 
shoppers still picked over remaining merchandise 
in the middle. Many of the familiar faces of the staff 
were gone. Four days before the scheduled closing, 
the doors were locked and a lone security guard 
sat inside. The Grant Park QFC was no more. 

Two of the most senior employees, Christina 
Leavitt, the front area supervisor, and David 
Maeyaert, the always friendly and efficient bagger, 
each worked in the store for near two decades. 
Leavitt is going to the Wood Village Fred Meyer, 
and Maeyaert to the Stadium Fred Meyer. 
The affable and popular store manager, Roger 
Dowell, has been transferred to Washington.

While shoppers voiced different emotions - ranging 
from sadness to anger – at the closing, nearly 
all lamented the loss of a neighborhood business 
that they had genuine affection for. It was the 
smaller, human scale of the store and the feeling 
that the employees were friends, almost like 
family, that was mentioned by nearly everyone

In today’s world, huge businesses like Amazon are 
taking a toll on local retailers. Yet the QFC closing 
shows consumers still seek out and value smaller 
businesses that are part of their neighborhood and 
local community. This will be the first time since 
1912 that a grocery store hasn’t stood on the spot at 
NE 33rd and Hancock St., and for many residents, 
it’s leaving a void that will be difficult to fill. 

At press time, there was no information 
available on future plans for the location.

Photos by Vivian McInerny
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E-scooters are returning to Portland later this 
spring! To help residents gear up, a representa-

tive from Lime will be at the March 18 Alameda 
Neighborhood Association meeting for a Q & A and 
e-scooter demo.  

The Lime rep will also discuss Lime Hero, a new 
feature that offers riders the opportunity to add a 
small percentage to the cost of their trip in support 
of local nonprofit organizations. The program is the 
first of its kind in the smart mobility industry.

“At Lime, we see our success tied to the success of 
the cities we live and work in,” says Ryan Gallen-
tine, Lime’s Director of Mobilization. “That’s why 

The Beaumont Wilshire neighborhood con-
tinues to see a lot of activity! While Perlot 

closed its doors for good on January 13, three new 
restaurants have opened on NE Fremont so far  
this year:

• Tacovore, in the old Fire & Stone space at 3707 
NE Fremont.

• Anchor End Eurocafe at 4641 NE Fremont.

we are excited to launch this feature, because it’s 
another way for us and our riders to connect with 
the community. The organizations we’ve partnered 
with are doing local, meaningful work that we want 
to celebrate.”

In Portland, Lime’s first partner nonprofit will be 
the Portland Parks Foundation. 

If you’re interested in learning more about e-
scooters, the March 18 ANA meeting is open to all. 
Start time is 7 p.m. at Fremont United Methodist 
Church, 2620 NE Fremont St.   

• Wonderly, a cocktail bar, in the former 
ChaChaCha space at 4727 NE Fremont.

• Rose City Book Pub, in the former County 
Cork space at 1329 NE Fremont.

With a number of recently vacated spaces still 
to be filled, no doubt we’ll have even more 
new dining options as 2019 progresses!

Lime Coming to March ANA Meeting

Restaurant Openings and Closings

ANCHOR END

EUROCAFE
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Like any neighborhood, Alameda is full of 
people who are quietly doing amazing 
things that the rest of us never hear about. 

We think it’s time to shine some light on them. 
If you know of someone in the neighborhood 
who has (or has had) an especially interesting 
career, who’s working on an unusual project, or 
quietly making the world a better place, email 
us at alamedanewsletter@gmail.com. There are 
extraordinary people all around us, and we’d like 
to get to know some of them in future issues.

Know Someone Interesting? We Bet You Do.

From Northeast  
 to Northwest, 
the new Line  is best

Northeast Portland is getting a 
faster connection to Slabtown, 
Good Samaritan, Providence 
Park and more. Starting March 
3, Line 24 will be extended 
across the Fremont Bridge 
through Northwest Portland  
to West Burnside. 

Line 24 is just the start. Visit 
trimet.org/new24 to see Line 
24’s route plus the other new 
ways to go by transit rolling 
out March 3.

There are certain things in life you can count on, 
and one is that every ten years, the U.S. conducts 
the nationwide Census. The next one is scheduled 
for 2020, and the Census Bureau is already busy 
recruiting, employing, and training thousands of 
Americans for temporary jobs as Census takers.

 An accurate count is the goal of every U.S. 
Census.The results have real-world impacts - 
and consequences - for communities across the 
country. From determining the number of seats 
each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
to planning for roads, schools, and hospitals, an 
accurate count is crucial. By recruiting local Census 
takers from across the U.S., the Bureau tries to 
ensure that every community is represented.

Census offices will open in Portland and elsewhere 
later this year, and Recruiting Assistants will 
be the first ones hired. After three to five days 
of paid training, employees can then shift into 
other positions if they wish. Applicants must 

be U.S. citizens over the age of 18, and both 
full and part-time work will be available.

One of the first tasks will be verifying addresses 
of people to whom Census forms will be sent, 
making sure residences are still occupied, and 
adding new ones. This includes single and 
multiple family homes, apartments, and group 
homes such as prisons and senior residences. 

Census responses can be submitted on paper or 
online, and there will also be a two-week period 
in which homeless people will be counted. Forms 
must be completed by April 1, 2020. After that, 
there will be field follow-up, with Census takers 
knocking on doors of those who did not respond.

Starting in late 2020, jobs on continuous surveys 
the Bureau runs will become available. People 
who speak foreign languages may be hired to help 
out on surveys where there are possible language 
barriers. For more information on the U.S. 
Census, go to https://2020census.gov/jobs.

The U.S. Census Now Hiring for 2020

3185 NE Regents Drive • subudportland.org

4229 NE 33 AVE. 97211 • ALAMEDAREALTYPDX@GMAIL.COM • 503/307-1502

• 3RD GENERATION FAMILY REALTOR • 

FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL REALTOR AWARD 2011-2018
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1300 NE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97232
www.retirement.org/hpp

Holladay Park Plaza is a Pacific 
Retirement Services Community

Imagine a life where you have the 
freedom to do more of the things 
you want with less of the worry. 

At Holladay Park Plaza, 
we’re living that life. You can too.

Call today for a tour: 503.280.2216

It’s a retirement thing.

Teachers play a big role in the life of high school 
students. That’s a pretty obvious statement - 

given that students spend at least seven hours of each 
weekday in school. But, for many students, their 
teacher’s role extends well beyond the classroom. 

Students who perform in plays, or in concerts, 
see their drama and music teachers in practice 
and at events both on and off campus. Students 
who volunteer often have teacher mentors 
who guide their out-of-classroom work. 

My kids have tended more toward the sports side, 
where they see their coaches on the mountain (for 
snowboarding) or the court (for tennis), and also 
in the hallways at Grant High School (for class). My 
son, Charlie, plays tennis for Grant, and his coach 
also happens to be a Spanish teacher at the school. 

John Carolan has been teaching Spanish for 14 years, 
seven of them at Grant. He is originally from Eugene, 
and graduated from Bowdoin College in 2004 with 
a B.A. in Spanish and a minor in Economics. At 
Bowdoin, Carolan also excelled at tennis, where 
he started on the college’s nationally ranked team 
every year and was team captain as a senior. This 
will be his sixth year of coaching at Grant.

Carolan first gained interest in language study and 
international travel in 1997 when he participated a 
month-long homestay in Queretaro, Mexico.  Since 
then, he has traveled all over the Spanish-speaking world 

while leading high school service trips to Guatemala, 
Mexico, Perú, Ecuador and Spain. Additionally, in 2004 
he lived in Honduras for 10 months while he worked 
in a rural elementary school. From there, he traveled 
through much of Central America, further deepening 
his enthusiasm for Latin American and Spanish culture.  

Nowadays, Carolan takes Grant student groups on 
trips to Central and Latin America during the summer. 
This year will be his 12th experience leading high 
school students to a Spanish speaking country. So, 
conceivably, a Grant student could see John in the 
hallway at school, on the tennis court, and while 
volunteering in a village in Costa Rica or Ecuador. 

My day job is in the world  
of study abroad, so I know 
firsthand the impact it 
makes on a student’s life 
when a high school teacher 
or college professor is 
part of their academic 
experience overseas. 
The impact of learning, 
under the mentorship 
of a teacher they know, 
in a completely new 
environment, is profound. 

Back at Grant, I love the 
sense of accountability 

it has given my kids to have their coaches as teachers 
at their school. The connection of sport to classroom 
makes it harder to pretend that one or the other 
doesn’t exist (or isn’t a priority). When we see Coach 
Carolan at Grant, he’ll ask Charlie if he’s playing any 
tennis. When we see him at a tennis match, he’ll speak 
to Charlie in Spanish. When the idea is to create a 
balance between academics and extracurriculars, these 
relationships are a great way to tie it all together. 

Editor’s note: This is the first in an occasional series of 
articles spotlighting teachers at schools serving the Alameda 
neighborhood. If you’d like to write about a teacher at your 
school, please email us at alamedanewsletter@gmail.com.

Local Teacher Spotlight: John Carolan, Grant High School by Blythe Knott

JOHN CAROLAN (L.), GHS TEACHER AND TENNIS COACH.
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and the sensitivities of a blind child living in France 
during the German occupation. We were proud 
to see that we had read and discussed all the books 
Michelle Obama currently has on her nightstand, 
according to the New York Times Book Review. 
So, when she’s in Portland for her reading, we’re 
welcoming her to join our group for an evening!

Some of the books on our list I would not personally 
have chosen. I read them because one of the group 
members suggested them, and I was willing to give 

It was March and gray outside, my partner was 
on a business trip, and my teenage son was in his 

basement den. Browsing on Nextdoor, I saw an ad for 
people interested in forming an Alameda book group. 
Needless to say, I was game to meet new people in 
my neighborhood, so I answered the ad. Within a 
day, we had a date and place for our first meeting. 

On the scheduled day, I walked up the Alameda ridge 
and found the address. The hostess invited me into 
her house, and I joined the circle of four other women 
who were already sitting around a low coffee table. 
An old, carved wooden door leaned against one of the 
walls. A couple of low chairs with colorful cushions 
brought sunshine into the room. We introduced 
ourselves and found out that we formed a group of 
independent, smart, older women who brought a 
wealth of experiences, adventures and interests to 
the table. Some of us have called Portland our home 
for many years; others had recently moved (back) 
here from various places in the country and from as 
far away as Africa. We all had the courage to meet 
new people, and the hope for new friendships. 

We’ve been meeting once a month for almost two 
years now. We’ve read many interesting and diverse 
books: Historic novels, non-fiction books on racial 
and cultural issues, books of fiction with themes as 
varied as growing up in poverty as a black child in 
the South, the challenges of Koreans living in Japan, 

the book a chance. Similarly, I met women from my 
neighborhood with whom I don’t think I would have 
crossed paths. I now know the artist who made a 
life-size paper mache horse that stands in her living 
room. I’ve also met a most generous hostess and 
entertainer who spoils us with her exquisite treats. 

Most of all, I’ve made new friends who share tidbits 
of their lives with me and who listen to what goes 
on in my life. Two new grand babies were born 
since we first met. We witnessed the before and 
after of three kitchen remodels. We were part of 
the struggles when one member was going through 
complicated eye surgery, and we have heard about 
the trials and tribulations of dating at a mature 
age. We heard about trips around the world to 
Africa, Europe and Australia. We also admired 
the courage and joy of the woman who went on a 
month-long bike trip through France and had to 
fit all her luggage into two bike panniers! We’ve 
shared wine, favorite cheeses, delicious home-
cooked meals, fudge cookies, popovers, and pie 
made with the sour cherries from a backyard tree.  

And then there are the additional little gestures 
that warm my heart and build the friendship circle: 
The birthday card that arrives in the mail, the 
invitation to go for a walk the next day, the offer to 
another neighbor to join the group. I’m not able to 
do much outside of the official monthly meeting, 
as I’m one of the few women in our group who still 
has a pretty demanding work schedule. However, 
I appreciate the kindness and generosity in these 
women and the atmosphere we create together, 
where I can share my love of good writing, and 
where we can debate ideas and have a good laugh. 
I’ve discovered some unexpected gems in my 
neighborhood. And maybe by some cosmic fluke 
- since I do share a birthday with her - Michelle 
Obama will decide to join us when she’s in town!

Alameda Book Group by Renata Ackermann 

Great Gifts For Gardeners!
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I read a recent news story 
about restricting the 
sale of colorful cannabis 
products because bright 
colors attract children. The 
article stated that to appeal 
to adults, pot candy and 
edibles packaging should 

be dull in coloration. I’m not an imbiber, but 
if I was, I’d go for the brightest product in the 
store. Of course, protecting kids must be job one, 
but who are the adults drawn to drab colors?

I pondered this as I spent hours making gumbo (a 
savory First!) that was tasty as all get out but as 
muddy as the run-off on our corner after each rain.  

And then, I thought, duh, I know who likes 
muted colors -- the people in the neighborhood 
(the majority) who painted their houses gray 
last dry season. Gray is stylish and trendy but 
it’s not a color I’d choose because gray is not 
a color. To me, gray suggests gloom too many 
months of the year. There is one gray house I 
admire -- a house with a peaked roof a few blocks 
beyond Alameda. My favorite part: the teal-
colored, raised bed in the front yard that says (in 
pink with a burst of daisy), “Never grow up.” 

Whoever lives in that house are my people. 
They likely felt a pang of sadness along with 
me to hear that for the first time in 153 years, 
a corporate buy-out resulted in no prettily-

colored candy Sweethearts on store shelves 
for Valentine’s Day 2019.  I don’t need to eat 
the mini-hearts with tender messages, but I 
like to see the pastels and savor the colors. 

I’m willing to be the odd adult out 
when it comes to color. 

Color is a joy a person can control. I’ve changed 
many an attitude by adding color to a room. Last 
year, our living room became a golden straw to 
offset a recently purchased pink painting. Over 
winter break, we put the brush to one daughter’s 
old bedroom and covered eggplant brown with 
Benjamin Moore’s Custis Salmon, a.k.a. also pink. 

That was after I watched several short videos on the 
internet of color-blind people putting on corrective 
lenses and seeing the world for the first time in 
living color. Young, old, in-between, their reactions 
are a spectacle to see. Search Colorblind People 
See Color for the First Time and try not to cry. 

I’m not the only Portland adult with hue on my 
mind. In January I heard a staged reading of 
the play “38 minutes” by Audrey Block during 
Portland’s Fertile Ground Festival of New Work. 
In one segment of the play, a harried mother, 
questioning her life choices, encounters a woman 
she knows at the store whose novel has just been 
published. The character in the novel could taste 
color. That’s all that was said, but it stopped me… 

Picture Windows: Between Me and Hue by Gail Jeidy

Leaf Blower Update 

To the Editor –

Thank you for publishing Michael Hall’s letter in your winter issue, concerning the noise, health, and 

environmental problems caused by leaf blowers. This follow-up will address some updates and 

additional information. 

Last month, the District Council of Washington D.C. unanimously banned gas-powered blowers, 

requiring a transition to quieter, electric-powered models. Washington has thus joined the ranks of 170 

jurisdictions in 31 states that have banned or limited leaf blower use. While Portland adopted a leaf-

blower ordinance in 2001 restricting decibel levels and times of use, it still permits decibels 10 times 

louder than that recommended by the World Health Organization.

Unfortunately, Portland’s Noise Bureau admittedly lacks the resources to effectively enforce its 

ordinance. Implementation is a practical impossibility due to the nature of today’s blow-and-go lawn 

care operations. We are left with around-the-clock soul crushing noise, to say nothing of the health 

and environmental threats created by gas, oil, herbicides, pesticides, animal feces, and other fine 

particulates blown into the air with hurricane force winds. According to an emissions estimate by the 

Oregon DEQ, if everyone in Multnomah County stopped using gas-powered leaf blowers, there would 

be 1,430 fewer tons of carbon monoxide emitted in a year. 

Members of our Leaf Blower Transition team have recently met with city, county, and state officials. We 

now have a bill to ban gas blowers in the Oregon State Legislature, sponsored by Rep. Alissa Keny-

Guyer. We have also reached out to the Oregon Landscape Contractors Association, and to Verde, a 

Latino-based organization concerned with the environmental health of low-income communities that 

include many landscaping workers. 

If you are concerned about leaf blower noise and pollution, we invite you to become involved. Please 

join our mailing list for updates and newsletters at tinyurl.com/noGLBs-in-portland. Register your 

concern with the Portland City Council at portlandoregon.gov/article/224450, or with your County 

Commissioner at multco.us/communications/find-your-commissioner. The 2-stroke engines used in leaf 

blowers have been phased out of nearly all industries with the exception of lawn equipment, and the 

time has come for local action.   

– Jerry Deckelbaum

Leaf Blower Transition Team

…because I love color. Love the pink of the mini-
roses we saw blooming in January during that 
tease of Spring. Love the sidewalk bouquets we 
breathe in walking past Broadway Floral each 
season of the year. Love the hope of blooms-
to-come as I look out my picture window this 
day and see snow covering the possibilities.  

I look forward to color. Any day now, daffodils 
will blast onto the scene, honking their way 
into the neighborhood. Thinking of this just 
yesterday, as I stopped at a stop sign (not light), 
and waited for the red octagon to turn green… 
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Columbia Slough 
Watershed  
Upcoming Events
Stewardship Saturday at Buffalo Slough 
• Saturday, March 16, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Details at columbiaslough.org

Stewardship Saturday/Kelley Point Park 
• Saturday, March 23, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Details at columbiaslough.org

Slough 101  
• Saturday, April 6, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

(Pre-registration is required) 

McKinstry Company, 16790 NE Mason St.

The Columbia Slough Watershed Council is hosting Slough 
101 in partnership with the Bureau of Environmental Services, 
Portland Water Bureau, and other partnering organizations. This 
free, hands-on workshop will feature a variety of presenters and 
topics related to the Columbia Slough Watershed, ranging from 
urbanization impacts on the watershed to flood protection 

initiatives and groundwater resources. 

For info or to register, go to columbiaslough.org/events/
event/149/

Stewardship Saturday at 
Wilkes Creek Headwaters 

• Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Details at columbiaslough.org

Bike the Levees – West Route 
Sunday, April 28, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Details at columbiaslough.org

Evening Canoe 
Thursday, May 23, 5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Details at columbiaslough.org

BEAUMONT MIDDLE SCHOOL

Cadet Concert – 6th Grade Band  
Wednesday, March 13, 6:30 – 8 p.m..

Winter Concert – 7th & 8th Grade Bands 
Thursday, March 14, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Science Fair  
Thursday, March 21, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Details at https://www.pps.net/

Page/296#calendar504/20190218/month

Chamber Music Soiree 
Thursday, April 25, 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Spring Concert – Beaumont Band  
plays at Madison HS 

Wednesday, May 22, 7 p.m.

Mission Theater Jazz Showcase 
Wednesday May 29, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 30, 6:30 p.m.

Alameda Neighborhood School Events:

MADELEINE SCHOOL
Earth Day Recycling Event  
Sunday, April 14, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
at the Parish Hall

Recycle toxic items the landfill won’t accept, 

such as electronics, appliances, block 

Styrofoam, household batteries, household 

fluorescent lights, and athletic shoes. Event 

is free but donations will be accepted to 

go toward environmental projects at the 

Madeleine School and Church.

Details at themadeleine.eduedu/concerts


