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ALAMEDA NEIGHBORHOOD STATEMENT OF INCLUSION AND SUPPORT*

Our community declared Alameda neighborhood a hate-free zone in 1995. Today, we reaffirm Alameda’s 

commitment to be a loving, caring, supportive and inclusive community for all who reside, work, do business, or visit 

our neighborhood. We stand against hatred, racism, xenophobia, discrimination and/or marginalization of any kind. 

We are committed to growing, nurturing and sustaining a community where all feel welcomed, safe and included.

ALAMEDA 
SPRING 
CLEAN-UP

Saturday May 20, 8:30am-12:30pm
At Madeleine School Soccer Field

$10 - small load • $20 - large load
Trucks to be negotiated
100% of proceeds to be used by the ANA on 

neighborhood issues. Residential debris only

 What will we take?
• General Garage junk
• Appliances (No fridges or A/C units)
• Small amounts of concrete
• Mattresses
• Tires ($5 each)
• Computers/accessories (small charge)

We Cannot Take
• Paint and other liquid solvents
• Yard Debris
• HIgh-risk materials (containing asbestos, etc)

On Site “Too Good for the Dump” Flea-market 

Clothes, furniture, tools, art, toys, or whatever 

gets dropped off

Volunteers? Contact Charles Rice, Spring Clean-

Up Coordinator at charlesricepdx@gmail.com.



SUMMER 2017AlamedaPDX.net2

Happy summer, 
everyone! I 

think we’ve earned 
this one...

On the front page of 
the newsletter, you’ll 
see the Alameda 
Neighborhood 
Statement of Inclusion 
and Support. 

The ANA Board put thought into every word of 
this statement. I, for one, feel proud to live in a 
neighborhood where the need to push back against 
words and deeds of intolerance is taken seriously. 

Speaking of push-back, I recently learned that 
Grant High School is planning to cut French from 
the curriculum. French! There is a statewide 
education budgetary shortfall - which is nothing 
new here in Oregon. So, choices had to be made on 
what to cut. Apparently, a major world language 
that is a popular college major and is spoken by 
hundreds of millions of people worldwide is not 
important enough to keep. And, astonishingly, Grant 
Administration has decided to start the phase-out 
process next year with eliminating both first and 

volunteer a few hours to help us out? And, the ANA 
is looking for new volunteers for neighborhood 
projects. See below for more information. Please 
consider becoming involved. We need you! 

And, don’t forget the Alameda Spring Clean-
Up! This is your opportunity to do some spring 
cleaning and take what you don’t need over to 
The Madeleine, rather than all the way to the 
dump. It’s a wonderful neighborhood service, 
managed by our own neighborhood association 
(under the very able direction of Charles 
Rice). You’ll find more details on page 1. 

I’ll need to keep this letter (relatively) short, because 
we have so much content to share in this issue. 
You’ll love the articles - our writers have outdone 
themselves. We’ll see you again in September. Have a 
great summer!  
 
       – Blythe

Letter From the Editor by Blythe Knott

fourth year French. So, students who have committed 
to the language for three years (my daughter 
included) are now left without a class next year. 

In my opinion, it’s this dismissive attitude toward 
the outside world that has put our country in the 
situation it’s in today, where the party in power 
acts as if sealing our borders and pretending that 
only our citizens matter will make our country 
better and safer. In this interconnected world, that 
is simply not true. My day job is in international 
education, so perhaps I’m biased, but I think the 
direction Grant’s Administration is going is exactly 
the wrong one. We need more focus on world 
languages, not less. We need to challenge ourselves 
to look beyond our borders and understand the 
world’s perspective on topics large and small. We 
live in a big country and it’s easy to think that English 
is all one needs, that America is all that matters. 
But the truth is that - for good and for ill - we 
influence others, and they influence us. In the end, 
international experience and language competency 
are critical to the goals of conflict resolution and 
world peace - which of course benefit us all.

OK, I’m done with my rant... In other topics...
we still need a webmaster! Who’s willing to 

2723 NE 7th Ave just north of Knott
Monday-Saturday 6:30am-6pm

Sunday 7:30am-6pm

classic cafe fare including 
wine and beer on tap

Alameda Neighborhood Association Contacts

Scott A. Rider - Chair
503-528-9651 scottarider@gmail.com

Charles Rice - Secretary 
503-284-4321 charlesricepdx@gmail.com

Gene Avery - Treasurer
971-235-6891 eugenesavery@gmail.com

Blythe Knott - Newsletter Editor
503-577-0554 alamedapdx@gmail.com

Dave Johansen - ANA/NECN LUTC
johansendr@gmail.com 

David Sparks - Layout and Design
503-238-4024 dave@hawthornemediagroup.com 

Mariah Hudson-Dula - Outreach / Communications
971-319-3852 alamedapdx@gmail.com

This seasonal quarterly newsletter is a publication of the Alameda 

Neighborhood Association, Portland, Oregon. Deadlines are: 

Winter – November 1 for December 1 mailing; Spring – January 

15 for February 15 mailing; Summer – April 1 for May 1 mailing; 

Autumn – August 1 for September 1 mailing.

Business Manager: Gene Avery (above). Distributed by USPS to 

2150 Alameda residences plus libraries, shops, etc.

For advertising options contact Gene Avery.

Are you interested in getting 
involved in the Alameda 
Neighborhood Association?   

The ANA is seeking volunteers to assist with 

active projects including: protecting and 

improving home values, neighborhood 

beautification projects, promoting goodwill 

through social activities, and educating, 

and/or advocating on behalf of residents on 

community issues and providing a forum for 

which to resolve these issues.

If you’re interested in learning more about 

these important opportunities, please contact 

Scott Rider at scottarider@gmail.com

INTERESTED IN HOSTING AN EXCHANGE STUDENT? 
Expand your cultural horizons and host a student 
from France, Spain, or Japan for 2 - 4 weeks 
this summer! Apply at http://go.andeo.org/
hostfamilyapplication or contact Kayla Frost at 
kayla@andeo.info or 503-274-1776 for more info. 
www.andeo.org
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In the early 1950s daughter Dorothy and her husband 
Walter moved in two doors down. And then a few 
years later, Dorothy and Walter moved in right next 
door to her parents George and Manila. That end of 
the block wasn’t like a family, they were family. Life 
flowed back and forth between those three bungalows.

Robert remembers his dad saying it worked out pretty 
good for him because he could always run between the 
houses to see who was serving the best dinner. Many 
footprints left back and forth between those houses.

Construction in the big hole is supposed to start this 
month—two big multi-story units on the single lot. Then it 

Spring is here. The sun climbs higher in the sky, 
plants boom out of the ground, people fall in 

love and birds undertake breathtaking migrations 
from wintering grounds thousands of miles to the 
south to the gradually thawing environments of 
the North. For millions of these intrepid travelers 
the route north is the great Pacific flyway and 
our fair city -  indeed, our fair neighborhood - sits 
smack in the middle of this river of birds.

Even if one is taking a trip of several thousand miles 
by car, stopping along the way for sustenance is 
important. Imagine taking such a trip using nothing but 
muscle power! To reach their destinations birds need 
to rest and to eat and most need to eat frequently.

Which brings me, finally, to the central point of 
this article. Viewed from above by a bird flying 
over our area, Wilshire Park no doubt looks like an 
avian McDonalds - the thick green tops of all those 
Douglas firs advertising - like golden arches - a full 
menu of fruits, nuts and bugs in the understory 
beneath. How disappointed they must be to find 
little more than 14 acres of wood chips and mown 
grass between the trunks of those majestic firs.

It would not take very much to change the situation, 
alleviate all that avian hunger and disappointment, 
make the park much more beautiful, contribute a tiny 
bit to carbon sequestration and even provide a few 
more places for our neighborhood dogs to post their 
olfactory messages. By convincing Portland Parks and 
Recreation to undertake some judicious plantings of 

shrubs and small trees in the understory of relatively 
underused areas, all of this would fall into place.

Clearly, this would take some careful planning.  Areas 
like the jogging trails, the off-leash area, the playground 
and the playing fields would need to remain as they 
are. Individual understory plantings would need to be 
spaced far enough apart to avoid creating hiding areas 
where skullduggery might lurk. But a widely spaced 
variety of native shrubs and small trees would give avian 
travellers that frequent the lower forest layers a place to 
rest safely and to hunt for a tasty Caterpillar McNugget 
or Big Beetleburger. There are at least a half dozen areas 
in the park that could benefit from a few well-spaced 
small trees. The areas along 33rd Avenue and Shaver 
Street could handle a fair amount of this kind of flora 
which would thrive in the southern and western sun 
and shield the park from some degree of traffic noise.

And there would be another benefit. Every street 
in the neighborhood sports a fair number of bird 
feeders. If even half of those folks with feeders are 
active or semi-active birders (and in the spirit of 
full disclosure I count myself among them) there 
would probably be a fair number of folks out in 
the park during migration season, binoculars and 
spotting scopes at the ready, checklists in hand.

If there is interest in this idea, I am happy to serve 
as point person - organizing communication with 
Parks and Rec and advocating for the idea. If you 
have any enthusiasm or concerns about the project 
please contact me at Mogsaway@yahoo.com.

will be up to us neighbors to keep the stories of Kettleberg 
corner alive: almost 50 years of one family’s life.

That’s the thing about old houses. They remind us of who 
we’ve been; they keep us connected to places our families 
have known intimately; they contain the passing of time.

Gone, But Not Forgotten by Doug Decker

Fast Food in Wilshire Park by Peter Mogielnicki

Even after an Alameda bungalow was 
torn down, memories have lingered on

I t’s been gone since mid-October when the 
orange excavator took the house to the ground 

and dump trucks carted it away as debris, but the 
Kettleberg house that was demolished at Northeast 
30th and Skidmore has not been forgotten.

The Kettlebergs lived there for almost 50 years; their 
daughter Dorothy and husband Walter lived next door.

Neighbors still shake their heads as they look at the 
hole in the ground and remember the 1921 Craftsman 
bungalow that stood on that spot for 95 years. We’ve 
talked to a few who still can’t believe two 3,000-square-
foot houses will be built in its place. Some neighbors 
still refer to the corner as Willis and June’s, even 
though Willis moved away when June died a few 
years back and no one has heard from him since.

According to the City of Portland, the house’s address 
2933 no longer exists. A search of portlandmaps.
com shows the planned locations and permitting 
for the two new buildings that will occupy that lot, 
now known as 2945 NE Skidmore and 4305 NE 
30th. We tried to have a look online at the historic 
plumbing permit for 2933, but it’s gone now too.

The house is still alive in memory, though. Recently we 
received a note from George and Manila Kettleberg’s 
great grandson Robert who explained that his 
grandmother Dorothy and her sister Nancy grew up 
in that house. George and Manila bought the house 
brand new in 1921, and raised their girls there.

George and Manila Kettleberg home, built 1921. 2933 NE Skidmore. From The Oregonian, September 11, 1921. The Kettlebergs lived 
there for almost 50 years, where they raised their two girls. When she grew up, their daughter Dorothy and husband Walter lived next 
door. This house was demolished in October 2016 to make room for two units.

Doug Decker writes about 
local history and old houses on 
his blog www.alamedahistory.
org, where you can read more 
about the Kettleberg house.

*ON THE COVER
ALAMEDA STATEMENT OF 
SUPPORT AND INCLUSION 

A group of Alameda residents, at the direction 
of the ANA Board, met and worked on a 
statement of inclusivity and support. How do 
we stand with all people who live in or visit our 
community? What role does white privilege 
have in this discussion? White privilege is often 
least recognizable by those of us who have it. 
We accept as normal that we are welcomed 
by strangers, not looked at with suspicion, not 
seen as “other,” and generally treated with the 
respect that all people deserve. This should be 
normal but unfortunately that is not always the 
case. So how do we include in our welcome all 
people regardless of faith, nationality, sexual 
orientation, physical ability, gender identity, or 
skin color? 

The Alameda Neighborhood Association 
approved the Statement of Inclusivity and 
Support (printed on the cover) as an initial 
step in raising awareness of the issue in our 
community. 

Porsche Pontiac Nissan Mitsubishi Mini Mercury Mercedes-Benz Mazda Lincoln

Infiniti Jaguar Jeep LandRover Lexus

Acura Audi BMW Buick Cadillac Chevrolet Chrysler Dodge Ford GMC Honda Hummer

Sa
ab

 S
ub

ar
u 

To
yo

ta
 V

ol
ks

w
ag

en
 V

ol
vo

•

• •

•
JOSÉ MESA AUTO WHOLESALE, LLC

“The mobile auto dealer who is always in your neighborhood.”

YOUR DISCOUNT AUTO RETAILER SINCE 1992!

503-789-0438
Toll Free 877-789-0438  Fax 503-284-2292
sales@josemesa.com  www.josemesa.com

Portland, Oregon, USA

NEW•USED•BUY•SELL•LEASE•TRADE•CONSIGN•BROKER•APPRAISE
1477-001
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serves no useful purpose, and the duration and 
time of day make local pollution almost certain.

The smoke issue is a prime example of an unintended 
consequence affecting neighbors. Most folks are 
reluctant to complain about an activity their neighbor 
enjoys, either to the neighbor or the fire department 
(which will dispatch equipment to the neighbor’s 
home - embarrassing!). But breathing smoke causes 
burning eyes and aching sinuses. The imposition 
of smoke is an especially difficult nuisance because 
it goes undetected until it is already inside the 
house. Closing windows will confine the smoke 
and keeping windows open may or may not reduce 
the time it is present. Unlike the campground 
example, folks bothered by smoke can’t just fold 
up their tent and move to another campsite.

I can remember the 1940s when Portland’s air 
was filled with smoke from inefficient burning 
of coal, Gasco briquettes (manufactured coal), 
wood, sawdust, and oil – all from heating systems. 
Engines were inefficient and gasoline contained 
tetra-ethyl lead. Factories produced odorous 
clouds of who-knows-what. Portland’s air was so 
dirty that lichens did not grow on tree trunks. 
We have all benefitted from the progress made in 
cleaning up our air since that time. Recreational 
open burning of wood seems to buck the trend.

And in your yard, in your 
bedrooms, in your closets 

– not a good thing. If smoke is 
in the summer air when your 
windows are open, you will be 
living with it for a few hours. 
Wood is a renewable fuel, so in 
the grand scheme of things, it is 

carbon-neutral – a good thing. But in the short term, 
because wood is a chemically complex fuel, even 
burning the cleanest, driest wood produces exhaust 
(smoke) that contains molecules of compounds that 
are not healthy to breathe and tiny particles that 
irritate lungs. Unconfined open burning releases 
the greatest proportion of these pollutants at ground 
level. Fireplaces are not much cleaner-burning, but 
pollutants are exhausted at rooftop level. Usually 
fireplaces are not used when windows are open. 
Modern woodstoves have special air-injection 
equipment that intensifies the fire, resulting in 
more complete combustion, thus less pollution.

The Pacific Northwest is often described as “air-
conditioned” because summer outdoor temperatures 
usually drop to comfortable or even chilly levels at 
night. Many of us enjoy this amenity by letting fresh 
outdoor air into our homes overnight. The cool air 
promotes sound, healthful sleep. Over a hundred 
years ago, many Portland homes were constructed 
with screened “sleeping porches” to provide a 
cool place to sleep. For the last century or so, we 
have been content to just open our windows.

In recent years, there has been an increasing presence 
of smoke in our air on summer evenings. The smoke 
comes from wood-burning devices called “fire-pits”. 
On a cool evening it is pleasant to gather around 
the warm glow and crackle of an open wood fire. It 
may remind one of campfires on a family vacation, 
roasting marshmallows, s’mores, that sort of thing. 
In a state park, the smoke would waft gently away 
into the night air, not bothering other folks nearby.

In the city with homes on fifty-foot lots, wafting 
occurs alright, but “away” is the next lot and the 
next. On a cool evening, smoke from a small fire 

cools rapidly as it mixes with the cool air. Instead 
of rising, smoke remains close to the ground in 
a blanket among homes and tall trees. Since all 
airborne particles and gases randomly disperse, 
smoke gradually enters neighboring homes – a little 
if windows are closed, a lot if windows are open.

City regulations prohibit most open burning. Cooking 
with standard barbecue equipment is allowed. Fires 
in fire-pits, chimineas, outdoor fireplaces, etc. are 
legal “recreational fires”– but there are rules, of 
course. For example, fire-pits must be used no less 
than 25 feet from the nearest structure, including 
wood fences. Chimineas can be closer, 15 feet. 
If a neighbor complains to the fire department, 
firemen will arrive on the scene and ask to have 
the fire extinguished! You can find all of the rules 
in Portland’s information sheet, titled “Outdoor 
Burning”; downloaded at portlandoregon.gov/
fire/article/405003. (Download before you print; 
attempting to print directly from the website yields 
an unreadable mess.) For MUCH more information, 
type OAR 340-264-0030 into your browser to 
see the Oregon DEQ rules on open burning.

Portland’s 25-foot rule makes using fire-pits illegal 
on most lots. Of course, the companies selling fire-
pits do not include a copy of “Outdoor Burning” with 
each unit. A few local homeowners have constructed 
elaborate outdoor fireplaces that are too close to 
combustible structures. Consequences due to lack 
of compliance will probably only result if the fire 
department is called to put out a structure fire, 
or tell a homeowner to extinguish a recreational 
fire. Important note: The City’s rules cover fire 
prevention and nuisance control, not pollution. 

Outdoor cooking has some real advantages in hot 
weather. It saves air-conditioning energy by eliminating 
an indoor heat source. Most barbecuing is of brief 
duration. It occurs while the air is still warm, so 
smoke disperses quickly, reducing the concentration of 
pollutants. And much of today’s barbecue equipment 
is efficient and propane-fired, producing minimal 
pollution. Unlike cooking, recreational burning 

Smoke Gets In Your Eyes: Urban Firepits by Jim Brown

Street Tree Inventory
Last summer, the Alameda Tree Team and community volunteers completed their 

neighborhood street tree inventory. The inventory collected data on all of the trees that are 

in the public right of way throughout the neighborhood. The team has since developed a 

“Tree Plan” that explains some of the findings from the inventory and their goals as a team. 

You can read more here: https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/625742 

The Alameda Tree Team has hosted two workshops in partnership with the Beaumont-

Wilshire Tree Team this spring. They hosted a “Tree Selection Workshop” (January 28th) 

to help homeowners learn more about which kinds of trees would do well in their planting 

strips or yards. On March 25th, the two teams held a Street Tree Pruning Work Party, 

where volunteers came together to learn basic pruning skills and then helped out their 

neighbors by pruning street trees on several blocks around the Wilshire United Methodist 

Native American Fellowship church. 

The Alameda Tree Team is looking for new team members that are passionate about 

trees, their community, and community service. Interested people can reach out to 

alamedatreeteam@gmail.com or directly email Melinda Moeur at mmoeur@msn.com. 

There is lots of room for growth, projects, and partnerships! 

Sunday worship services begin at 10:00 am. 
    Fellowship and study for adults.  

                —————●—————- 
 For information on youth & children’s 
programs, call Jarod at 503-284-4647. 

                —————●—————- 
 
 
 

  

FREMONT METHODIST 

ANNUAL BASEMENT SALE! 
FRI. JUNE 2, 11am—6pm 
SAT. JUNE 3, 9am—3pm 
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The camaraderie. 
Summertime. 
Propulsion.
Activism. 
Jumping in the water, the river feeling amazing, 
what an incredible way to start the day, why 
wait until after lunch to plunge into a river?

That’s how we start our day. 

On a morning with stronger currents you’re 
reminded our river has tidal influence from 
the Pacific Ocean, 100 miles away. 

The current is never threatening but its pull 
sometimes surprises as your rhythmic spirit 
takes over and subconscious choices are made 
in carving your path across the river. 

Our swim does not have chlorine, 
lap lanes, or flip turns.

Reaching the shores of downtown we slowly 
collect and rest a moment, then count off 
to be sure everyone made it across. 

Looking around you notice the eclectic collection of 
heads and shoulders wading in the water. We all have 
stories, are individuals, yet are all united by our love 
for our river and our Green River Hugger Swim Caps. 

As summer proceeds you realize you have 
become familiar with a lot of these people. 

Is this what community feels like?

You stop mid-way back and take it all in. The 
bridges, downtown, the kineticness of the human 
swimming pod, the movement of the water. 
Swimming so closely to others, sometimes you 
imagine we are a kind of migrating salmon. 

Throughout the summer the sun changes position as 
the days shorten. Mid-August the sun shines right in 
your eyes at the horizon as you swim east. If you play 
it just right you can steer directly behind a Hawthorne 
Bridge piling to eclipse the bright, late summer sun. 

You savor the swim as you climb out of the 
river, exhilarated, adrenalized and satiated 
from completing a half mile swim. 

In the height of summer you are lost in the 

sublime, never thinking about the end. But too 
quickly our season ends, like our season started, 
darker mornings, cooler temperatures. 

Frequently it is hard to get out of bed and going in the 
summer - we are in the water at 7! Laying in bed, more 
than once, I have thought maybe it’s best to linger, rest, 
and miss a morning swim.

But you do make it, and plunge in, and realize, 
somehow, you forgot, how incredible, it ALWAYS 
feels, to be buoyant and immersed in our Willamette 
River. You’re overtaken by a rush and a smile, and  
kick into gear. 

Open Water Swimming by Willie Levenson

Bully
A bully stands in my neighbor’s back yard. 

Tall, threatening, huge. Going nowhere.

Oblivious to my presence these past 40 years.

Oblivious to the neighbor host as well.

He stands athwart the earth immensely patient.

But eager, too. Each spring he seeks parenthood,

profligately scattering a quadrillion seed.

And each windstorm, he sheds shards of his heavy

green mantel on my frail garden. His dandruff

clogs my rain gutters and downspouts. His

murmuring murder of crows drown out my quiet

day in a cawcophony of raucous debate.

The bully may be my senior, and I must give him 

deference, for he, poor creature, cannot move,

but I can. Yet when the earth is soaked with rain, 

and a hard wind shoves him toward me, 

his sixty feet of heavy height frighten me. 

And I would gladly see this urban misfit gone, 

even though he cannot help being a fir. 

– Ivan Smith
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I first wrote this article six years 
ago, but because we have a lot of 

newcomers to the neighborhood 
and it is still apropos I am 
updating it and sharing it with 
you again. When I was working 
on this I happened open the 
April issue of the Northeast 
Neighbors Magazine, which had 
just come in the mail, and there 

was a really nice article on the Peninsula Park Rose 
Garden. So you will have lots of Rose information.

June is the Rose month for the City of Roses. Actually 
it marks the beginning of the rose season. City of 
Roses, Rose Parade, Rose festival, Rose Quarter, 
Rose Garden (home of the Blazers – now Moda 
Center), Rose gardens for flowers, International 
Rose Test Garden and several businesses with ‘rose’ 
in their name are a few of the things that remind 
us that Portland is indeed the “City of Roses”.

Mrs. Henry Pittock organized the Portland Rose 
Society with some of her neighbors and friends in 
1888. The first rose show was in Mrs. Pittock’s 
garden under a tent. Today it is considered one of 
the leading rose shows in the country and continues 
this year with the Annual Spring Rose Show at the 
Lloyd Center on June 8th & 9th. The Rose Society 
continues to be a strong and growing organization. 

In June 1905 Portland held a World’s Fair, called the 
Lewis and Clark Exposition. To celebrate this fair 
Portlanders planted 10,000 ‘Mme Caroline Testout’ 
rose bushes along the streets. One report said “20 miles 
of roses bordered streets” (another report said “200 
miles…”) a bit of a discrepancy I haven’t been able to 
verify. The mother of a friend says it must have been 
200 miles because “that pink rose was everywhere”. 
Whatever the number, there were a lot of roses and 
it gave Portland the nickname of “The City of Roses”. 
Reportedly some of those ‘Mme Caroline Testout’ roses 
on the streets survive today. Because of the success of 
the exposition, Harry Lane - mayor of Portland at the 
time - decided the city should have a festival of roses, 
and thus was born The Rose Festival in 1907. Following 
that first festival, a group of businessmen organized 
the Portland Rose Festival as a nonprofit organization, 
which is known today as the Portland Rose Festival 
Foundation. This year the 110th Rose Festival kicks off 
with a spectacular fireworks show on May 26 and runs 
through June. There are parades and more parades, water 
activities and many other festivities. There is a queen 
and there are many princesses. From June 7 to June 11 
several US Navy vessels will visit Portland’s waterfront 
to celebrate the Rose Festival’s Fleet Week. Check out 
www.rosefestival.org for a complete list of activities.

Portland has several spectacular rose gardens. In 
1917 a former Rose Society president, Jesse Curry, 
persuaded city officials to create a rose test garden. 

During WWI European rose hybridists sent roses to 
this test garden to protect them from the bombing 
in Europe. Currently the International Test Rose 
Garden in Washington Park is the oldest official, 
continuously operated, public rose test garden in the 
country. The Rose Garden is a beautiful place to visit 
and offers great views of the city and Mt Hood. 

Thanks to a Parks Replacement Bond approved by 
voters, construction is currently going on to correct 
accessibility issues so that the main promenade through 
the garden is much more accessible for all ages and 
abilities. It will also improve the connection to the 
parking lot. Although parts of the garden will be closed 
to the public during construction, most of the Garden 
will still be open to visitors, including the Gold Medal, 
Shakespeare, Test Roses, and Queen’s Gardens and 
the lower Amphitheater. The Rose Garden Store and 
public restrooms will remain open. The garden still 
elicits a sense of calm and serenity, even in the midst 
of this construction. The garden is not only a place of 
visual beauty and intoxicating fragrance, it continues to 
be a test garden where roses may be introduced a year 
or two before they are released to the general market. 
Harry Landers, who has been the curator of the Rose 
Garden for almost 30 years, says there are 10,200 roses 
in total, of which about 200 are being tested for color, 
fragrance, disease resistance and other characteristics. 
Between Washington Park, Peninsula Park and Ladd’s 

A ROSE IS A ROSE IS A ROSE, ETC. by Cathy Gibson

Here are a few Summer garden tips:
June:
• Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons, and 
azaleas after blooming. 

• Fertilize veggie garden 1 month after 
plants emerge by side dressing along rows. 

• Harvest thinnings from new plantings of 
lettuce, onion, and chard. 

• Pick ripe strawberries regularly to avoid 
fruit-rotting diseases. 

• If a green lawn is desired, make sure 
lawn areas are receiving adequate water 
(approximately 0.5 to 1.5 inches per week 
from June through August). Deep watering 
less often is more effective than frequent 
shallow watering.

• (Mid-June): If green lawns are being 
maintained through the summer, apply 1 lb. 
nitrogen per 1,000 sq.ft. to lawns. 

• Plant dahlias and gladioli.

• Control garden weeds by pulling, hoeing, 
or mulching. 

• Control aphids on vegetables as needed 
by hosing off with water or by using 
insecticidal soap or a registered insecticide. 

• Watch for 12-spotted beetles on beans 
and lettuce and cabbage worms or flea 
beetles in cole crops (cabbage, broccoli, 
brussel sprouts). Remove the pests by hand 
or treat with registered pesticides. 

July: 
• Early morning is the best time to water 
vegetable and flower gardens to reduce 
evaporation. Water the soil, rather than 
leaves to reduce disease. Water deeply and 
infrequently to encourage root growth. 

• Hanging baskets of flowers or vegetable 
plantings need careful attention to watering 
and feeding during extended periods of hot 
weather. 

• Weed and fertilize rhubarb and asparagus 
beds. A mulch of compost or rotted cow 
manure works well as fertilizer. Water deeply to 
develop crowns for next year. 

• Stake tall-growing flowering plants such 
as delphinium, hollyhocks, and lupine. Stake 
tomatoes, as necessary. 

• Midsummer plantings of beets, bush beans, 
carrots, cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce, kale, and 
peas will provide fall and winter crops. 

• Dig spring bulbs when tops have died down; 
divide and store or replant. 

• Cover blueberry bushes with netting to keep 
birds from eating the entire crop. 

• Watch for early and late blight on tomatoes. 
Correct by pruning for air circulation, picking 
off affected leaves, and/or treat with 
approved fungicide. 

• Monitor camellias, holly, and maple trees for 
scale insects. Treat if necessary. 

• Check leafy vegetables for caterpillars. 
Pick off caterpillars as they appear. Use Bt-k, if 
necessary. 

• Spider mites can become a problem on 
ornamental plants, vegetables, and fruit 
plants during hot, dry weather. Watch for 
dusty-looking foliage, loss of color, presence 
of tiny mites. Wash infested areas with water 
or spray with appropriate pesticides. 

August:
• Dampwood termites begin flying late this 
month. Make sure your home is free of wet 
wood or places where wood and soil are in 
contact. 

• Optimal time for establishing a new lawn is 
August through Mid-September. 

• Make compost of lawn clippings and 
garden plants that are ready to be recycled. 
Don’t use clippings if lawn has been treated 
with herbicide, including “weed-and-feed” 
products. 

• Fertilize cucumbers, summer squash, and 
broccoli to maintain production while you 
continue harvesting. 

• Clean and fertilize strawberry beds. 

• Use mulch to protect ornamentals and 
garden plants from hot weather damage. 

(continued on next page)
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If you are interested in volunteering at the 
rose garden, come to “Garden Maintenance 
Tuesdays” from 9 am to Noon. 

Another rose garden to visit is Peninsula Park at 700 
N Rosa Parks Way. It is also maintained by the city. It 
was originally a roadhouse and horse racetrack owned 
by a local businesswoman named Liverpool Liz. Liz had 
a rather shady reputation. The garden was designed by 
Emanuel L. Mische in 1912 as a French-style parterre 
and was completed in 1913 and was considered a 
“showplace of its time”. It is the only sunken rose 
garden in Oregon. Many of the original design elements 
remain today - the ornamental fountain, street lamps, 
brick walkways, and the music pavilion. The octagonal 
bandstand overlooking the rose garden was used for 
World War I patriotic demonstrations and is now the 
site for many summer weddings and concerts. This 
National Heritage historical structure was designated a 
Portland Historic Landmark in 1973. It is the last of its 
kind in Portland. More than 6,000 roses bloom in the 
Garden, most of which have been planted since 2012. 
More than 3000 roses were replaced in 2013 with new 
disease-resistant plants donated by national growers. 
There are several types of roses in the Garden, including 
hybrid teas, floribundas, shrubs, and more than 50 
climbers gracing iron trellises and brick walls. You can 
find the pink ‘Mme Caroline Testout’ Rose here. 

The Friends of Peninsula Park Rose Garden was formed 
as a non-profit in April 2012. It grew out of the work of 
three Oregon State University Master Gardeners who 
had started as (and continue to be) volunteers in the 
garden. The Friends have helped sponsor community 
activities such as “Movies in the Park”, art shows, ice 
cream socials and classes. As with the Washington 
Park Rose Garden, volunteers are an essential part of 
the maintenance of the garden. They are currently 

helping remove the moss on the hardscaping (walls 
and walkways) and repairing the masonry. It is a great 
place to stop and smell the roses and stay for a picnic. 
The park’s Centennial was celebrated in 2013.

The north end of the park has a playground, community 
center and swimming pool. An interesting non-
gardening side note - In 1957 the pool was used 
to accommodate the zoo’s Humbolt penguins that 
were waiting for their new home to be built at the 
zoo. They lived there for about six months.

“I feel as if I had opened a book and found roses of 
yesterday sweet and fragrant, between its leaves.” 

– L.M. Montgomery, Anne of the Island

A third rose garden under the Portland Park’s care 
is the Ladd’s Addition Rose Garden. It is surrounded 
by SE 12th, SE 20th, SE Division and SE Hawthorne. 
William Ladd was mayor of Portland in 1854. He was 
inspired by L’Enfant’s plan for Washington D.C. and 
subdivided his large farm into a neighborhood with a 
diagonal street design surrounding a central park. There 
are four rose gardens in the center that form the points 
of a compass. These are planted with about 3000 roses.

Another, rather obscure, rose garden in Portland has 
an interesting history. In the 1930’s a group of women 
were interested in protecting the roses of the pioneers 
who brought cuttings from their home states across 
the Oregon Trail in covered wagons. These women 
formed the Pioneer Rose Association. They toured 
old homesteads traveling from Washington State to 
southern Oregon looking for rose bushes left by settlers. 
They identified 23 varieties of roses and collected and 
propagated and planted them into four gardens. The 
only garden still in existence is the Pioneer Rose Garden 
at the Lone Fir Cemetery, 2115 SE Morrison St. The 
Friends of Lone Fir have taken on the responsibility 
for fertilizing, weeding, pruning and conducting 
botanical research on this very special garden that 
contains some of the oldest known roses in Oregon.

So if you are looking for a new rose for your own 
garden or just like to look at roses these are a couple 
of places to see many different varieties. Of course 
if you are like me you may be overwhelmed by too 
many choices. In that case just take a picnic and 
enjoy the beauty and take time to smell the roses.

Circle Park, there are between 2,000 and 2,500 new 
roses planted every year. The garden relies mostly on 
volunteers, outside of its three paid staff members. There 
is a lot of weeding, pruning, cleaning the beds and other 
work to be done. Portland Parks & Recreation, along 
with partners in the rose community, is celebrating 
100 years of roses at the garden with commemorative 
events throughout the year, culminating in a Community 
Celebration Day on Aug. 26. A special yellow rose, 
called Centennial Sunshine, will be introduced to 
commemorate the centennial. Profits from those sold 
will go to the garden’s trust fund, which is used to help 
with garden expenses that aren’t covered in its budget.

“A thorn defends the rose, harming only those who 
would steal the blossom”. - Chinese Proverb. 

Don’t steal a rose from Washington Park – I 
understand there is a $500.00 fine!Here are a few Summer garden tips:
• Camellias need deep watering to 
develop flower buds for next spring. 

• Prune raspberries, boysenberries, and 
other caneberries after harvest. 

• Plant winter cover crops in vacant space 
in the vegetable garden. 

• Identify problems before acting, and 
opt for the least toxic approach. Cultural, 
physical and biological controls are 
the cornerstones of a sustainable pest 
management program. Use chemical 
controls only after you identify a pest 
problem; carefully read the label. 
Least-toxic are insecticidal soaps, 
horticultural oils, botanical insecticides 
and organic and synthetic pesticides.

gifts & cards 

4210 NE FrEmoNt
503-287-4440

www.thearrangementpdx.com

Kindergarten 
Registration Reminder 
for Alameda
It is essential that you register any potential 
kindergarten students ASAP.  This will allow 
us the time necessary to make program 
decisions. Students who turn five before 
September 1st 2017 are eligible to enroll 
in kindergarten at their neighborhood 
school.  PPS registration packets require, 
proof of address, immunization records 
and a birth certificate. 
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Old timers in Alameda 
remember Nature’s at 

NE 24th & Fremont as the 
neighborhood’s first “natural” 
food grocery store.  A place 
where you could also take 
your sandwich or coffee to the 
narrow upstairs balcony and 

watch your friends shopping below.  The building is 
still there, but there’s been a transformation inside.

Today, old timers and newcomers alike delight in 
coming to Garden Fever! – in through the front 
door into same old building, and entering a world 
of color, texture, plants and an incredible array of 
garden gifts, house plants, books, seeds, tools, supplies 
and more – all artfully and beautifully displayed.  
And then, sampling coffee and cookies if it’s the 
weekend, and heading outside to the nursery, with 
its wonderful selection of plants – both decorative 
and edible – which change with the seasons.

down the nursery rows, mulling over in your mind’s 
eye how this fruit tree, or this shade plant, or just one 
more blueberry bush would fit into your garden.

So, next time you’re at Garden Fever, go upstairs, 
settle into a chair on the pleasant and expansive 
deck and look around you, imagining that this is 
all your garden.  You won’t want to leave!

Garden Fever! Alameda’s Green Thumb Mecca  by Dan LaGrande

Garden Fever owners, Richard and Lori Vollmer, now 
beginning their 15th year of business, acknowledge 
their location here is a touch of serendipity.  “Although 
Richard and I have always been avid home gardeners, 
we both spent our earlier work lives in retail,” Lori 
recounts.  “In fact, I was a department manger right here 
at Nature’s at one time, and worked for them in other 
capacities later.  So when this building became available, 
I was aware of it, and I also knew the neighborhood.”

“It was the ideal location,” Richard adds, 
“and Lori and I made the decision to start 
our own business – Garden Fever.”

One is tempted to say “…and the rest is history.”  But 
there’s more to this story, and the reasons that Lori and 
Richard’s first business venture has been so successful.  
For one thing, they have a big garden of their own on 
their two-acre place in Battleground, Washington – 
about a 35 minute commute on most days, Richard says.

“We have lots of old, tall fir trees around much of 
our house,” Richard explains, “as well as a 2,400 
square foot vegetable garden.  So we have experience 
with both shade plants as well as gardening in the 
sun.  That’s very helpful in understanding the shady 
as well as sunny conditions that gardeners have here 
in the Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods.”

Which leads to other reasons for their success, as Lori 
explained: “As gardeners ourselves, we had a sense of 
what people would be looking for.  We wanted to be a 
neighborhood nursery where you could get everything.”

For Lori and Richard it also meant offering a place to 
hang out, to talk and learn more about gardening.  “From 
the very beginning we have offered classes here at Garden 
Fever,” Lori says.  “The topics have changed as trends have 
changed – our rain garden class is very popular this year 
– but we also continue our basic and introductory classes, 
because the neighborhood changes.  We always have new 
families moving in, many eager to learn about gardening.”

As customers know – both experienced gardeners 
and beginners – customer service is great and no 
matter how arcane your garden questions, you can 
count on someone on the staff to answer them. 

“We select our employees first for their customer 
service skills,” Lori explains, “but then we put a 
lot of effort into training them in good organic 
gardening skills and knowledge.  Some of our 
staff, of course, bring specialized gardening and 
plant knowledge with them.  All of them have a 
personal interest in plants and gardening.”

There are ten on the regular staff, including the two 
owners.  But that number doubles when gardening 
season begins.  “We are fortunate in having a 
knowledgeable core staff, because they serve as 
mentors to the seasonal crew,” Richard explains.  “If a 
new person can’t answer a customer’s question, they 
can turn to a more experienced staffer to help the 
customer, and in that way our newer people also learn 
and build their own knowledge base.”   Lori adds that 
some seasonal staff becomes permanent.  Last year 
they hired three of the new staff from that season.

In addition to its reputation for customer 
service and on-going garden classes, Garden 
Fever is committed to sustainability and 
environmental friendly products and plants.

“About 95 percent of our plant material is grown 
by commercial growers in the Northwest, many of 
them in Oregon,” Richard explains.  “We know our 
suppliers, and especially for edible and vegetables, we 
seek out sustainable or organically grown plants.”

Lori and Richard are optimistic about the future.  
“New people continue to move into the Northeast 
neighborhoods, “Lori observes, “and we’ve seen 
over the years an increased interest in backyard 
vegetable gardens.  It’s definitely a trend.”

Older folks may recall their parents talking 
about victory gardens when they were kids.  The 
younger generation might find their grandparents 
helped out in the family victory gardens.

Walking along the sidewalk by Garden Fever, a 
newcomer to the neighborhood might not realize 
how much lies just inside that front door, and beyond 
the door inside that leads to the nursery.  But it’s a 
lot, as Richard notes:  “In addition to all those plants, 
edibles and ornamentals in the nursery, we have a 
large selection of tools, garden supplies, outdoor décor 
and furniture, house plants, garden books and free 
literature, plant care products and much more.”

Garden Fever has one more appeal that you may 
not think about.  But this writer can attest that it’s 
a great place for daydreaming – just walking up and 

Richard and Lori Vollmer of Garden Fever!

Great Gifts For Gardeners!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hudson Construction, Inc. 
Custom Remodels and Additions 

CCB License 159126 
 
Restoring and remodeling classic homes 
      in Portland for almost 20 years! 
       
Office 503-282-2438    Cell 503-720-0243  
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I have audible proof of what 
happened outside my windows 

13 years ago this month because I 
wrote a column for the Oregonian 
about it. I had young children, 
sleep was precious and a blaring 
chorus of cheery-headed, 
chirping songbirds awakened 
me from my slumber routinely 

at 3:55 a.m., the twittering so loud, at first, I mistook 
it for my husband’s nature-sound noise-maker.  

We are empty nesters now. I get plenty of sleep. 
Hubby’s annoying noise-machine is long gone.  And 
sadly, so is the chorus of birds outside my window. 

Come back, come back, I’m an early riser now, is my refrain, 
but there’s no answer. All I hear is the echo of an adage: 
“That which is hardest to endure is sweetest to remember.” 

Where have our songbirds gone? 

Bob Sallinger, conservation director, Portland Audubon, 
says calls come in regularly from people asking the 
same question. “Their yards used to be full of birds and 
now there are less or none.” Sallinger says these kind of 
anecdotal particulars are difficult to interpret. “It could be 
seasonal variations, annual variations…but frankly, we get 
enough calls from enough people who seem sophisticated 
about identifying birds that I think it is significant.” 

I’m not a sophisticated birder. I only know what I 
hear and I’m hearing a silent spring -- the words 
made famous by Rachel Carson’s 1962 book that 
forever changed the environmental world. Carson’s 
concerns prompted the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) to launch the nationwide Breeding Bird 
Survey which has been conducted during the height 
of breeding season each June since 1966. This survey 
was unfamiliar to me, but not to our impassioned city, 
region and state wildlife and bird specialists, every 
one of whom promptly responded to my queries.    

Sallinger says that nationwide, over 25 percent of North 
American bird species are experiencing significant 
long-term declines in numbers and diversity.  

Susan Barnes, regional conservation biologist, for 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife West Region, 
concurs. She surveys two routes in the area for the 
Breeding Bird Surveys, counting numbers of birds for 
three minutes at half-mile intervals along each 24.5 
mile route. “There’s plenty of evidence that native bird 
species are on the decline. Crows are doing fine.”

Portland’s famous crows are year-round residents and 
habitat generalists, highly adaptable birds who thrive in 
urban fragmented areas, unlike migratory birds who are 
habitat specialists and don’t do well with disruption.  

Lori Hennings, senior natural resource scientist, Metro, 
analyzed data from the Breeding Bird Surveys (“2011 
Portland’s Bird Agenda”) and reported “an unsettling 
trend in local bird populations” which are in greater 
decline than statewide numbers. A graph of 34 species 
shows a decline of two to 20 percent per year over a 
40-year period in Portland. The American Goldfinch, 
for example, declined over six percent each year. Two 
species of warblers, each declined 12 percent per year. 
That adds up to a whole lot less singing birds.  

I took a look at the Breeding Bird Surveys on my own, 
poring over the most recent decade, 2005-2015, to 
get a scientific nod to my 2004 observation. Of the 
nine birds featured on Portland Audubon’s ‘Backyard 
Birds – Nature in your neighborhood’ page, seven 
showed declining numbers. Numbers for the Western 
Scrub Jay, a more adaptive, non-migrator, were up.   

Sallinger says decline over decades happens “as 
the urban ecosystem becomes grayer and more 
fragmented… For example, we have lost more than 
98 percent of the historic grasslands in the Willamette 
Valley and no longer see some of our most vociferous 
songbirds such as the Western Meadowlark.”

The root problem could begin in the neighborhood or 
the city or it could be something happening somewhere 
along the flyway. In any case, human disturbance clearly 
shoos away birds. “Oregon was the most moved-to state 
in the country for three of the past four years, which 
creates all kinds of problems for wildlife,” Hennings says. 

Development can fragment or degrade habitats, tree die-out 
and removal of dead snags decreases habitat, powerlines 
and windows present death traps, and perfectly coiffed 
non-native landscapes beget fewer insects and create barren 
wild spaces. I’d like to float the premise that nuisance 
weed trimmers must also be a menace to avian singers. 

\In addition, invasive squirrels eat bird eggs and 
outdoor cats annihilate birds. “Species in Portland 
that nest close to the ground are declining rapidly 
due to the cat problem,” Hennings says.  

Then, of course, there’s this: “Climate change is changing 
bird species’ distributions and populations,” Hennings says.

The Audubon’s climate change report warns 
that 314 species, nearly half of the country’s bird 
species could be in peril within this century. 

My sources shy away from citing specific numbers of 
birds lost in recent decades due to all of the variables 
involved, and analyses of data differ, but last September, 
the Canadian Press interpreted data from the North 
American Conservation Initiative (NABCI) to show a loss 
of 1.5 billion birds gone from North American skies. 

The canary in the coal mine is an understatement. The 
present and future picture is downright alarming. 

What to do? 

The people at Portland Audubon recommend taking direct 
action by joining the backyard habitat program (http://
audubonportland.org/issues/backyardhabitat). Sallinger 
says he’s heartened by callers who have restored their yards 
reporting “a significant increase in the diversity” of birds.

Hennings seconds the notion. She naturalized her 
own backyard with native plants and shrubs and 
“couldn’t believe the increase in bird life.”  Note 
her specific planting suggestions in the sidebar.  

Joe Liebezeit, avian conservation program manager, 
Portland Audubon, also encourages citizens plug 
into opportunities to ensure Portland retains healthy 
greenspaces and tree code that nourishes urban wildlife. 

Katy Weil, senior analyst, conservation program, 
Metro Parks and Nature, stays interconnected with 
the big picture. She’s been active for over 20 years with 
Partners in Flight (PIF) (http://www.partnerinflight.
org), an international bird conservation effort that 
works to keep “common species common.” 

Weil also encourages citizens to engage with state and 
federal agencies regarding bird conservation, “Now 
more than ever we are all…just plain worried about 
what these agencies do not have the resources to do.”  

PICTURE WINDOWS: A SILENT SPRING by Gail Jeidy

THE
COON
TEAM
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Sue Coon, Principal Broker
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scoon@realtytrust.com 

James Coon, Principal Broker
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jcoon@realtytrust.com 

Coon & Coon
Sue Coon and James Coon
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Fake news. It’s the 
catch-phrase of the 

moment. A term that 
people enthusiastically 
throw around to describe, 
it would seem, a variety 
of news phenomena. 
And of course, the 

term is a tool frequently taken from the 
toolbelt of our country’s chief executive.  
We may well have Donald Trump to thank 
for the durability of the term, “fake news” 
(along with the exclamation, “sad!”). 

I don’t have much experience with fake news 
myself, at least not to my knowledge. So I 
recently went in search of some. I hear that 
there’s a lot of fake news on Facebook, but I’m 
not on Facebook very much. Facebook recently 
announced that it had deployed algorithms to 
suppress the circulation of fake news on its site. 
Consequently, I’ve been examining internet 
sites to get a sense of what might actually qualify 
as fake news.  I have a few observations.

First, there’s the type of fake news that’s 
gleefully fake. This stuff is purveyed by sites 
such as The World News Daily Report. I 
encourage you to take a few minutes to read 
through it. It gives sites like The Onion a 
run for their money. For instance, there’s the 
article titled “Morgue Employee Cremated by 

Mistake While Taking a Nap.” The accompanying 
photo is at least as funny as the article. Another 
future classic is the article, “Woman Arrested for 
Training Squirrels to Attack Her Ex-Boyfriend.” 
It’s often said that you can’t make this stuff up - 
but clearly, you can. I did a little cross checking 
and - surprise - found no corroborating evidence 
for either of these stories. This is the kind of fake 
news that makes me love people, in a twisted way, 
all over again. However, if you as a reader are 
swayed by the veracity of this news, you have other 
problems to deal with. I think we can all agree 
that, like the good ol’ National Enquirer from the 
check-out newsstand, this class of fake news is 
causing few actual problems with its fakery. If you 
have some capacity for rationality, you’ll be fine. 

Then there’s the kind of fake news that sounds 
hard to believe but is more difficult to disprove. 
For instance, a series of articles recently came 
out involving claims that Melania Trump’s New 
York security detail costs more than the annual 
budget of the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA). Deciding whether or not to believe this 
claim requires some math and cross checking, 
it hinges on your ability to figure out/believe 
what the currently evolving cost of Melania’s 
security detail actually is. Twitter gadfly Ryan 
Chapman claimed that the detail costs twice 
the annual budget of the NEA. Well, the NEA 
website says its annual budget is $146 million. 
A little arithmetic reveals that would require 
costs average $800,000 a day to protect Melania 
and Barron. Digging through internet sources 
provides a lot of different numbers on actual 
costs, but none approach such an exorbitant 
price tag. Don’t get me wrong, it looks like the 
taxpayers are paying plenty for Melania and 
Donald to live apart. But I conclude that Chapman 
was totally out of line to report such a claim. 

Finally, there’s the kind of news that eliminates 
context to make a claim that’s misleading. Take the 
recent headline from The Washington Examiner 
that claims Nancy Pelosi “endorsed” the US cruise 
missile attack on Syria in response to the recent 

chemical weapons attack by the Assad regime 
on its own people. Pelosi is quoted as describing 
the US attack as a “proportional response” to 
the chemical attack. However, in another article 
by USA Today, Pelosi is quoted stating “the 
violence will not stop without a comprehensive 
political solution” and she calls for an immediate 
convening of Congress to debate the use of force 
in Syria. That doesn’t exactly sound like an 
endorsement of Trump’s decision to order the 
attack without Congressional approval. This sort 
of interpretation problem takes us to the point of 
asking which news is most representative. It’s not 
really a matter of fake news - but it does highlight 
the problem of how a certain idea could gain wide 
circulation and cause problems of understanding.

Which brings us to the real vogue of the moment 
in fake news. It’s pretty much accepted that “fake 
news” has been around as long as there’s been 
news. The more recent development is the power 
and style of information circulation. If prominent 
people are willing to pound out unsubstantiated 
claims via social media, and if “news” 
organizations are willing to circulate factoid 
information via memes, well, that’s an unethical 
use of powerful information mediums. The real 
problem begins and ends with people, and Mark 
Zuckerberg and Facebook are setting a standard 
for protecting the value of unfake news by using 
technology in an ethical way. The fake news will 
still be out there, though. Use at your own risk.

FAKE NEWS  by Andre Hulet
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One afternoon when I was in kindergarten some 
older kids came to our classroom to spend 

time with us. They could have been third graders or 
fourth graders or even older. I remember they were 
big, giants. Not having an older brother or sister 
to know normal big kid behavior, I was nervous.

We went outside to the playground, and as 
we played together my anxiety turned to joy. 
One boy carried me piggy-back, and I have 
never adored or worshipped anyone since as 
much as I did that boy when I was five.

A few days later we saw each other across the 
playground during recess. I had a ball and he was 
with some older boys. “Hey, give me that ball,” he 
said to me, and with complete trust I handed it to 
him. He took the ball, turned away from me, punted 
it onto the roof of the school, and ran away laughing.

I can still see that ball soaring across the sky  
to the roof.

When my daughter started first grade at 
Alameda Elementary she came home every day 
and enthusiastically described everything about 
her new school. Many of her stories included 
someone she called her big buddy. Two classes 
came together, one group of older kids with one 
group of younger kids, and everyone paired up for 
various activities. This was not the one-time event 
that I experienced in kindergarten, but something 
regular, allowing time through the school year to 
build relationships. My daughter was thrilled.

Every year she got a new big buddy. Then it was 
her turn to be the older kid and become a big 
buddy.  Every year the oldest kids left Alameda for 

Beaumont or other middle schools. And now it is 
her time to leave Alameda, leave behind the little 
buddies, and let them grow up to be big buddies.

I hope these children will remember each other 
and extend this chain of kindness far and wide.

We are living in unkind times. In social media and 
at the highest level of our government, refugees 
and immigrants are written off, the disabled 
and vulnerable are mocked, and protections for 
the environment our children will inherit are 
dismissed. The generation leading this and cheering 
this on will not be here forever. And when it is 
time for a new generation to lead, I dream that the 
cruelty and betrayal of taking and kicking a ball is 
a distant memory, and instead big buddies looking 
after little buddies is a beautiful new normal.

The buddy program at Alameda Elementary is a 
system where an older kid and a younger kid 

from different grades get together to do activities  
and to get to know each other a little better.

It is started when two classes of different grades get 
together and pair into groups of two.  Usually you 
are paired up with someone the same gender that 
you are.  Sometimes there are extra kids left over in 
the same class and when that happens, there can be 
groups of three.

You might be wondering who is considered a little 
buddy and who is considered a big buddy?  Well, 
kindergarten, first grade, and second grade are the 

“little buddies,” and third grade, fourth grade, and 
fifth grade are the “big buddies.”

When I started Alameda in first grade, I remember 
everyone loved the buddy program.  I was always 
scared of “big” kids before this program, but after 
it I warmed up to them and knew them better.  I 
remember playing tag, reading, and doing fun art 
projects with them.

When I got my first little buddy, I felt huge!  It was 
an awesome experience and I learned how to act 
around younger kids.  One thing that I recall is when 
we met our first little buddies, we had to write about 
ourselves.  I remember that we had to help the little 

buddies with their spelling and I thought to myself 
here I was, helping younger kids with spelling, when 
I used to be the one who needed spelling help!  I 
loved being the bigger one!

The buddy program has taught me how to act around 
kids who are not the same age as me.  It also gave me 
some new friends who I never met before.

I think the buddy program makes the school a better 
place because the kids make new friends and that 
makes them more friendly towards other people who 
are different ages than them.  The buddy program 
makes the Alameda community a wonderful place to 
be in!

Principal Broker 
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Street Roots making  
a difference   by Gail Jeidy

One doesn’t have to look far to witness the upsurge 
of homeless individuals in close-in Portland. There 
are a lot of ideas being bandied about on how to 
tackle the growing problem and how to help get 
people off the streets. One organization that has been 
steadily making a difference for people facing housing 
insecurity for almost two decades is Street Roots. 

We’ve all seen friendly Street Roots vendors selling their 
papers outside establishments close-by to the Alameda 
neighborhood at local Starbucks locations and Fred 
Meyer. But have you ever stopped and bought a paper? 
Read one? I hadn’t until a friend who volunteers for 
Street Roots told me more about the organization. 

“Street Roots is truly one of Portland’s gems,” says Henry 
Brannan. “Once people know not only what it does, but 
also the quality of the paper itself, it’s almost impossible 
not to support. I know for me, that’s certainly true.”

Street Roots covers issues of homelessness and poverty, 
alternative news not covered by other publications. The 
paper’s investigative reporting has won several national 
journalism awards and prompted social change.  

Street Roots also empowers more than 500 homeless 
and low income individuals in Portland to secure 
immediate and basic needs each year. Vendors 
purchase the paper for $0.25, which helps cover 
printing, and sell the paper for $1.00, keeping all 
profit and any tips. In short, your purchase gives 
these individuals a job – and you an education. 

Next time you pick up a latte, keep out a dollar 
(or more) and pick up a copy of Street Roots. 

The tour will feature six early 20 th century homes, 
preserved and perfected for modern living.

Tickets for the tour are $25 and are available online 
at www.irvingtonhometour.com and at Broadway 
Books, Caffe Destino, and the Architectural Heritage 
Center. Proceeds from the tour benefit the Irvington 
Community Associations’ Charitable Giving Program.

As in past years, the tour has partnered with 
Hancock Street Co-op Preschool who will operate 
the Irvington Home Tour Café at the Irvington 
Club, 2131 NE Thompson St. The café is a 
fundraiser for the preschool and will serve soup, 
baked goods and coffee from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

We invite you to learn more about the tour and see 
photos of past tour homes by following us on Facebook @
irvingtonhometour and Instagram @irvingtonhometour.

The 35th annual 
Irvington Home Tour

11 am - 5 pm on Sunday, May 21, 2017
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Ode to Fan
By Ava H.

Fan, 

Relax

Sit down

Feel the cool breeze

On a hot summer day

Skin cools down

Heart cools down

Fan

Helps me go to sleep

Blocks out the noise

Of sister screaming

Parents yelling

Feel the cool breeze

Fan

Little 4 year old

With just hello kitty panties on

Singing into the big metal

Fan of her grandparents 

House

Laughing her little heart out

Feel the cool breeze

Fan

Still little, 14 years old

With just her dads over

Sweatshirt on and Calvin Klein underwear

Talking into the big glass phone of her parent’s house

Crying her little heart out

Going through heartbreaks, drama, rumors

Not understanding how people can be so immature

Looks over

Sees the little white fan on the floor

Flicks the switch

Feel the cool breeze

On her soft sensitive skin

Fan

Blows the tears off her puffy cheeks and eyes

Relax

No more tears

Fan. 

 

Ode to TriMet
By Kaleigh P.
Trimet, an ode to you,

For all you do

On your round big wheels, 

I get to school

Like I’m riding a horse,

I get from school

Like on a boat… like the Titanic 

It gives me great joy

When you break down

Or when you’re late

Or when you never show up

But like for real,

You’re pretty chill. 

Ode to Warm, Sunny Day
By Avantu B.

A warm, sunny day
Like biting into a chocolate bar
Filling me with joy and satisfaction
The moment when I look out and see clear, blue skies
And when I reach out to touch the window, it’s warm
A warm, sunny day is what makes me giggle with 
delight
While I throw on a dress and thin jacket, leggings and 
my favorite hijab
It makes me run outside and grab my bike,  
ride as fast as
I can down 8th avenue, even though I know my 
brakes don’t
Work well, but I don’t care because the sun energizes 
me,
Makes me feel a thrill I’ve only felt on days like these.
A warm, sunny day gives me hope for it is a drop of 

paradise

A taste of true happiness. 

Ode to Circles
By Evan S. 
Circles, they’re what make

This world spin round and round

So fast or so slow

They are like the sun

Always there for us everyday

Circles are your family

You need them every day and

Can’t live without them

Circles not existing is a nightmare that haunts you

Until the day you die

There would be no wheels

No pizza, no fun games

No story time, and of course

No way to express importance

A world without circles

Is a snowy day in Portland

Everything would stop

Nobody could get around

And even the brightest circles

Like the sun

Would be hidden from sight

Circles are big

Circles are now circles are forever.

Ode to The Garbage Guy
By Nico W. 

No one ever thinks about you

No one ever appreciates you

We are all so ignorant of how important you are.

Our country can’t run without you

What would it be like if you weren’t there?

Trash in the streets

Disease everywhere

People would die.

But thanks to you, that doesn’t happen

You’re dutiful as a soldier, every day at crack of dawn

Hauling around other people’s slime and filth

Keeping our country alive.

No one thanks you

But you work anyway.

So thank you, garbage guy

Odes by 8th grade students in Donald Rose’s class at Beaumont Middle School


